











offers two post-master’s certificates in education:
supervisory certification and principal certification.
Both certificates are 12-credit programs intended for
practicing professionals.

Diversity Issues Addressed in New
Courses and in the Field

A unigue component to the graduate courses in educa-
tion is the field work. Students apply the research and
knowledge gained in the courses to students in local
schools. During the field study, the student maintains an
anecdotal log of observations. This log is then applied
to the final report, which is produced at the end of the
field study.

Two years ago, the department added several courses
and field studies that address several different diversity
issues. Multiculturalism, Gender, and Inclusion in
Schools investigates the complex issues of race, culture,
gender, sexual orientation, and special education
through intellectual inquiry and study. Students have
the option of completing a field experience project in
either multicultural or special education issues.

A new graduate workshop, Differences: Sexual
Orientation, is a one-credit workshop designed to pro-
vide students in the Graduate Teacher Education pro-
gram with an opportunity to learn to better serve the
needs of their gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and
questioning students. This workshop will be offered in
fall 2005.

In the area of Human Services, the department has
developed a new course which will be offered for the
first time in the fall of 2005, HS 3400 Working with
Diverse Populations. This course explores historical
and contemporary diversity issues related to providing
competent, cross-cultural human services. The impact
of socio-identities (e.g. race, ethnicity, gender, religion,
socioeconomic status, sexual orientation and disability)
will be examined considering individual, group and
macro-system functioning.

Two new faculty members, who both have interests
in issues of diversity, will begin teaching in fall 2005.
Michael Mason, Ph.D., will be teaching in the coun-
seling area of the department and his research special-
izes in substance abuse prevention for African

American adolescent males. Krista Malott, Ph.D., focus of
research is in identity development and self-labeling of
Spanish-speaking women.

Research in American Indian Education

Edward Fierros, Ph.D., recently received a summer research
fellowship and research support grant to conduct a study on
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) schools. The project, titled
“Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Schools Responses to the
No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Law,” is an extensive ethno-
graphic study of testing policies on U.S. BIA schools from
the perspective of school principals, teachers and adminis-
trators. The project seeks to answer these questions: How
have federally-funded BIA schools changed their school and
classroom assessment practices to meet the needs of NCLB?
How has NCLB honored the American Indian traditions,
languages and customs? What do principals, teachers, and
administrators say about the role of NCLB on their schools’
culture, curriculum, pedagogy and assessment practices?

Dr. Fierros will visit six to nine BIA schools and one to
three non-BI A schools with large Native American popula-
tions in California, Arizona, New Mexico and Utah during
May and early June. The visits are to follow up on phone
interviews that were conducted by Dr. Fierros and his grad-
uate research assistant, Tracy Szmajda.

Department joins Consortium

Villanova University's Department of Education and

Human Services was recently invited to join the Philadelphia
Area Consortium for Education. Connie Titone, Ed.D, chair
of the department, attended the first meeting held on Friday,
April 8, 2005, in Philadelphia. PACE works to secure
funding for projects and works collaboratively to continue
the reform of Philadelphia schools.




department & faculty news

Biology

Nancy Dise, Ph.D., has published the following articles in
2004: Machefert, S.E. and Dise, N.B. 2004. “Hydrologic
controls on denitrification in riparian ecosystems.”
Hydrology and Earth Systems Sciences 8: 686—705; Dise, N.B.
2004. “An introduction to INCA: Integrating nitrogen in
catchments.” Hydrology and Earth Systems Sciences 8: 597-598;
Gauci, V, Fowler, D., Chapman, S.J and Dise, N.B. 2004.
“Sulfate deposition and temperature controls on methane
emission and sulfur forms in peat.” Biogeochemistry 71: 141-
162; Gauci, V., Matthews, E., Dise, N.B., Walter, B., Koch,
B., Granberg, G. and Vile, M. 2004. “Sulfate suppression
of the wetland methane source in the 20th and 21st cen-
turies.” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the US
101:12583-12587; Stevens, C.J,, Dise, N.B., Mountford,
J.O.and Gowing, D.G. 2004. “Impact of nitrogen deposi-
tion on the species richness of grasslands.” Science 303:
1876-1879; Berg, B., and Dise, N.B., 2004. “Validating a
new model for N sequestration in forest soil organic
matter.” Water, Air and Soil Pollution: Focus 4. 343-358; Berg,
B. and Dise, N.B. 2004. “Calculating the long-term stable
nitrogen sink in northern European forests.” Acta Oecologica
26: 15-21; Machefert, SE., Dise, N.B., Goulding, K.W.T.
and Whitehead, PG. 2004. “Nitrous oxide emissions
from two riparian ecosystems: key controlling variables.”
Water, Air and Soil Pollution: Focus 4: 427-436; Dise, N.B., and
Gundersen, P. 2004. “Forest ecosystem responses to
atmospheric pollution: linking the empirical with the
experimental.” Water, Air and Soil Pollution: Focus 4: 207-220.

Classical and Modern Languages and
Literature

Mercedes Juli, Ph.D., professor in the department of clas-
sical and modern languages and literatures, was invited as
keynote speaker to Tetouan, Morocco, as part of collabora-
tive efforts between the Ministry of Culture of Spain and
Morocco. She spoke of the “Marginalized People at Both
Sides of the Straight: Mohamed Choukri and Montero
Glez,” December 3,2004. Dr. Julid also presented a paper
at the NEMLA Convention in Boston, April 2, 2005:
“Antonio Mufioz Molinay la memoria historica.” Her
article, “Historia y poesia en Una sombra donde suefia
Camila O'Gorman,” has been accepted for publication by
ALDEEU Publications.

Silvia Nagy-Zekmi, Ph.D.’s, volume Democracy in Chile The
Legacy of September 11, 1973 co-edited with Fernando Leiva is
forthcoming, published by Sussex Academic Press in the
United Kingdom. http://www.sussexacademic.co.uk/titles/
Latin%20America/nagy-zekmileiva.asp

Carmen Peraita, Ph.D., recently published: “El contrato de la
caridad y los cambios de la Gloria; concepciones quevedi-
anas de la pobreza.” Quevedo en Nueva York. Madrid, Visor,
2004, pp. 227-240; “Mapas de lectura, didlogos con los
textos: la anotaciones al margen de Quevedo en sus libros.”
La Perinola. Revista de Investigacion Quevediana, 8 (2004) 321-
341. Dr. Peraita also published a review essay on recent
publications on sixteenth and seventeenth century Spanish
prose and poetry for The Years Work in Modern Language Studies.
Modern Humanities Research Association, UK. Vol. 64,
2003, pp. 265-274

Carlos Trujillo, Ph.D., participated in “A Homage to Chilean
poet, Pablo Neruda” at Temple University on April 7,
2005, where he delivered a paper titled “Neruday la nueva
poesia chilena (Neruda and the New Chilean Poetry).”
The conference in homage to Cervantes, (March 17-19,
2005) organized by the department, was a great success
with over 100 participants and attendees.

Communication

Heidi Rose, Ph.D., and graduate student Patricia Ivey pre-
sented a paper, “Autoethnograhic Performance as
Scholarship” at the St. Cloud State University Performance
Studies Conference, March 24-26, 2005.

Computing Sciences

Many faculty members from computing sciences partici-
pated in the ACM Special Interest Group on Computer
Science Education (SIGCSE) 2005 Technical Symposium
on Computer Science Education, Feb 23-27, St. Louis,
Missouri. Participants included Robert Beck, Ph.D.,
Lillian Cassel, Ph.D., Don Goelman, Ph.D., SIGCSE
Board of Directors member Daniel Joyce, Ph.D., Frank
Klassner, Ph.D., Anany Levitin, Ph.D., John Lewis, Ph.D.,
and Thomas Way, Ph.D.



Robert Beck, Ph.D., served as the symposium coordinator for
the SIGCSE’'05 Technical Symposium on Computer
Science Education. He continues to serve as coordinator,
responsible for site selection for future meetings, negoti-
ating contracts, and managing responsibilities regarding
the long-term history of the symposium.

Lillian Cassel, Ph.D., was an active participant in two sessions
at the SIGCSE’05 Technical Symposium on Computer
Science Education. She is chair of a project that seeks to
represent the union of the computing and information dis-
ciplines, and “A Synthesis and Ontology of All of
Computing” was a special session addressing this project.
“Outcomes-Based Computer Science Education” was a
panel regarding assessment in accreditation.

Don Goelman, Ph.D., organized the Birds-of-a-Feather
Sessions for the SIGCSE’05 Technical Symposium on
Computer Science Education. This component of the
annual symposium provides a highly interactive environ-
ment for colleagues with similar interests to meet for
informal discussion on several approved topics.

Giorgi Japaridze, Ph.D., received a summer research grant
from Villanova University for his proposed research,
“Intuitionistic Computability Logic.” His foundational
paper on computability logic, “Introduction to
Computability Logic,” has now officially remained the
most frequently requested article from the premier inter-
national logic journal, Annals of Pure and Applied Logic, since
2003.

Frank Klassner, Ph.D., hosted two workshops at the
SIGCSE’05 Technical Symposium on Computer Science
Education with assistance from student Drew Jacobs.
“Introductory Lego MindStorms for Introductory
Computer Science” demonstrated how instructors could
use the Mindstorms platform as an active learning tool for
computer science education. “Advanced Lego MindStorms
for the Advanced CS Curriculum” discussed how the plat-
form can be applied to advanced topics.

Anany Levitin, Ph.D., presented a paper, “Analyze That:
Puzzles and Analysis of Algorithms,” at the SIGCSE’05
Technical Symposium on Computer Science Education.
The paper advocates a wider use of puzzles and puzzle-like
games in teaching the analysis of algorithms, discussing
many specific examples—from classic puzzles of recre-
ational mathematics to newly popular job interview brain-
teasers—illustrating all major aspects of algorithm analysis.

Thomas Way, Ph.D., recently created a research organization
called the “Applied Computing Technology Laboratory
(ACTLab).” The laboratory is designed to facilitate stu-
dent-professor collaboration in research efforts for applied
computing problems. Membership is open to anyone
interested in exploring computing solutions to a diverse
array of application domains (http://actlab.csc.villanova.
edu). He also presented “A Company-Based Framework
for a Software Engineering Course” at SIGCSE’05.

History

Jeffrey Johnson, Ph.D., participated in the 2005 James A.
Barnes Club Graduate Student Conference held at Temple
University, February 19, as speaker in a roundtable discus-
sion on “Current Events in the Classroom” as chair of a
panel on World Wars and Propaganda in the European
Context.

Elizabeth Kolsky, Ph.D., was an invited speaker at the South
Asia Center of the University of Pennsylvania on February
18 about “The ‘Color Bar’ in Colonial India: Law,
Nationalism, and the Racial Distinctions Committee.”
She presented a paper on “Law, Empire and Inequality” at
the Association for Asian Studies annual conference in
Chicago, March 31-April 3.

Charlene Mires, Ph.D., served as facilitator for a discussion of
Independence Hall and cultural identity at the
International Workshop on UNESCO's World Heritage
Education Program, held in Philadelphia in January. She
presented papers on the issues of interpreting slavery at
the site of George Washington’s presidential residence at
three recent conferences: “Contesting Culture: Narratives,
Dramas, and Representing Identity” at Bryn Mawr
College; the annual meeting of the George Wright Society
of the National Park Service; and the annual meeting of
the Organization of American Historians.

Bernard F. Reilly, Ph.D., has recently published nine articles
on the history of various dioceses in the newly-established
International Encyclopedia for the Middle Ages, which has a
chronological range of 300-1500 AD and covers Europe,
North Africa and the Middle East. IEMA is a new, online
encyclopedia designed not for print but as a continuously
updatable and universally accessible scholarly resource,
developed as a joint project of the UCLA Center for
Medieval and Renaissance Studies and the European
scholarly publisher, Brepols.
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Paul Rosier, Ph.D., has won a summer research grant from the
National Endowment for the Humanities. He also con-
tributed a review essay, “Ecology and Globalization,” Journal
of Catholic Social Thought, Winter 2005 (vol. 2, no. 1): 269-
276.

Mark Sullivan, Ph.D., recently spoke at the annual conference
of the American Culture Association on “Henry David
Thoreau in the American Art of the 1950s.” He has also
been appointed to the editorial board of the Journal of
American Culture, a scholarly periodical sponsored by the
American Culture Association. In addition, he was a con-
tributor to “Notes and Queries” in the winter 2005 issue of
the Thoreau Society Bulletin.

Mathematical Sciences

William Fleischman, Ph.D., left on April 15 for a three-month
Fulbright Lectureship in Ethical Issues in Computer
Science at Universidade Nova de Lisboa (UNL). As part of
his project, he will complete his spring semester offering of
the Villanova Ethical Issues course — Philosophy 2180 — by
viewing, in streaming video, the panel presentations of his
Villanova students and conducting three interactive video-
conference sessions linking Villanova students with stu-
dents and colleagues from UNL participating in the
Portuguese Fulbright course. (Abundant thanks to Jennifer
Pohlhaus and Kevin Donahue of UNIT Instructional
Technology at Villanova and Vitor Duarte at UNL for their
work on the technical preparations for the interactive video
sessions.)

Michael Levitan, Ph.D., presented a poster at the Tenth
Biennial Centers for Disease Control and Prevention/
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry
Symposium on Statistical Methods held in Bethesda, MD,
March 1-2, 2005. This work, “Measuring the Efficacy of a
Comprehensive Program on Levels of Exercise for the
Population of a City in Western Australia,” was co-
authored with Professor Michael Rosenberg of the School
of Population Health, University of Western Australia and
Trevor Shilton, Marina Norris and Melanie Layng of the
National Heart Foundation of Australia. Preceding the
symposium, he took a short course, “Nonsampling Error in
Surveys,” sponsored by the CDC/ATSDR and the
Washington Statistical Society.

William Fleischman, Ph.D., will introduce a special topics
course, CSC 9010 — 001 Professional Responsibility —
Ethical, Social, and Legal Issues in Computer Science, in the
fall semester of 2005. This course, the first offering in the
graduate program in computer science, will consider ways
in which computers and allied technologies are changing or
rendering uncertain our ideas about privacy, intellectual
property, power, autonomy and responsibility. The course is
organized around questions that affect the lives of com-
puter scientists in their professional as well as civic capaci-
ties.

Philosophy

Sarah-Vaughan Brakman, Ph.D., and Sally J. Scholz, Ph.D., pub-
lished a paper, “Adoption, ART, and a Re-conception of
the Maternal Body: Toward Embodied Maternity,” Hypatia
(forthcoming, 2005).

Sarah-Vaughan Brakman, Ph.D., presented the following
papers: “Ethics and Embryo ‘Adoption.” The Annual
Meeting of the American Society for Bioethics and
Humanities, October 31, 2004; “Essential Moral Principles
in Health Care in the Thought of John Paul 11.” The
Twenthieth Workshop for Bishops, presented by The
National Catholic Bioethics Center, Dallas, Texas, January
26, 2005.

Helen Lang, Ph.D., recently published the following: “The
Importance of Classical Philosophy” in Journal of Neoplatonic
Studies Vol. 1X 2004. pp. 133-150; “Aristotle’s Philosophy of
Science in Physics and Mechanics in Antiquity,” ed. R.
Wohrle. Dr. Lang’s recent book reviews include: Guilio
Cesare Vanini (1585-1619): un Philosophe Libertin dan I'Europe
Baroque. (Paris: Honore’ Champion Editeur, 2003) in
Renaissance Quarterly LV 11, 2004, 981-982.

Sally Scholz, Ph.D., recently published the following articles:
“Sustained Praxis: The Challenge of Solidarity in Les
Mandarins and Beyond” in The Contradictions of Freedom,
edited by Sally J. Scholz and Shannon M. Mussett. (SUNY
Press, 2005); “Human Rights, Radical Feminisim, and
Rape in War” in Social Philosophy Today book series, vol. 21.
Dr. Scholz also completed the following presentation:
“Rape in War” at the 21st Annual International Social
Philosophy Conference, Creighton University, Omaha,
NE, July 28-30, 2004.



Psychology

Rebecca Brand, Ph.D., was awarded a two-year grant from the
National Institute of Health to fund her research on the
role of infant-directed speech in infants’ understanding of
others’ behaviors. She also recently gave an invited talk to
the developmental psychology group at Yale University
entitled “Infant-directed input and infants’ action pro-
cessing.”

Michael Brown, Ph.D., and former graduate student Jillian
Wintersteen (M.S. 2004) published a paper entitled
“Spatial patterns and memory for locations” in Learning and
Behavior. Dr. Brown also presented a paper at the 12th
Annual International Conference on Comparative
Cognition entitled “Oh, The Places You've Been!: Social
Memories for Spatial Locations.” The paper was co-
authored by students Robert Farley, Rachel Bachrach and
Haley Solodky.

David Bush, Ph.D., completed a course of training at the
Diversity Leadership Academy. The course was a leader-
ship development program designed specifically for busi-
ness and community leaders to build diversity management
skills and competencies.

John Kurtz, Ph.D., presented a paper at the annual meeting of
the Society for Personality Assessment in Chicago in March
entitled “Three Developmental Concepts in Personality
Assessment: The Construct Validity of Psychological
Maturity.” The paper was co-authored by Rachel Schremp
(M.S., 2004) and Sara Mayfield (M.S., 2004) and was
based in part on their thesis research.

Patrick Markey, Ph.D., recently co-authored eight different
papers with graduate and undergraduate students that were
presented at the annual meeting for the Eastern
Psychological Association in Boston. Dr. Markey also
recently gave an invited talk at High Point University in
North Carolina entitled “All is Circular in Love and
Behavior: Applications of the Interpersonal Circumplex to
Life Experiences.”

Matthew Matell, Ph.D., gave a talk to the clinical neuropsy-
chology group at the University of Pennsylvania entitled
“Cortico-Striatal Involvement in Temporal Perception.”

Thomas Toppino, Ph.D., and Gerald Long, Ph.D., co-authored a
chapter in Dynamic Cognitive Processes, a volume edited by N.
Ohta, C. MacLeod and B. Uttl and recently published by
Springer-Verlag. Dr. Toppino also represented Villanova at
the annual meeting of the Council of Graduate
Departments of Psychology in Tucson, Arizona.

Public Administration

The MPA program held its 5th Annual MPA Dinner on
March 19 at the Villanova Conference Center. The
speaker was Mr. Robert Gest, 111, who has more than 43
years experience in the military, the U.S. government, and
Virginia state government. Mr. Gest is a retired colonel
from the Air Force. He has administered programs in the
Industrial College of the Armed Forces, the Virginia
Department of Motor Vehicles and U.S. Federal Executive
Institute. Mr. Gest delivered an excellent talk on
“Mastering the Art of Public Service.”

Theology and Religious Studies

Paul Danove, Ph.D., had his book, The Rhetoric of the
Characterization of God, Jesus, and Jesus’ Disciples in the Gospel of
Mark (Journal for the Study of the New Testament Supplement Series
290; New York: T&T Clark, 2005), published on April 1,
2005.

Suzanne Toton, Ph.D., co-authored an article with Ismael
Muvingi from Catholic Relief Services, “A New Direction
in Teaching Global Solidarity: Partnering with Catholic
Relief Services,” which has been published in the 50th
Annual Volume of the College Theology Society, New
Horizons in Theology, edited by Terrence W. Tilley. (Orbis
Books, 2005).




Theatre Student Receives Brian G. Morgan Scholarship

Josh Sauerman, a graduate student in the Villanova
University Theatre Department, received the 2004-2005
Brian G. Morgan Scholarship on April 9, 2005, following a
benefit performance of the musical Big River at Vasey Hall.

The Brian G. Morgan Scholarship was established by
the family and friends of former Villanova graduate the-
atre student and actor Brian G. Morgan who died in
February 1989. Morgan’s widow, Mary Anne Carlson
Morgan, administers the scholarship fund, which provides
monetary support to students pursuing the Master of Arts
in Theatre.

“The award has become an important event in the the-
atre department, and it is always exciting for the students
to await the naming of the winner,” said Mary Anne
Carlson Morgan. “Brian would enjoy this so much and
would find great pleasure in his acting legacy going for-
ward.”

Mary Anne Carlson Morgan and theatre department
chairperson Peter M. Donohue O.S.A., presented

Sauerman with an award of $2,500 at a reception following

the performance of Big River. All ticket sales from the April
9 performance directly benefit the endowed scholarship
fund, which has grown to $45,000.

Brian G. Morgan was a popular actor both at Villanova
and in the Philadelphia region. He brought his quick wit,
passion and energy to both the stage and the classroom. He
performed regularly at area theatres, founded the drama
program at Radnor High School, and went on to teach at
Penn State University, Temple University and University of
Missouri.

Sauerman has appeared on stage at Villanova in Big River,
Twelfth Night, Art, Parade, Don Juan and Goodnight Desdemona
(Good Morning Juliet). He received a Barrymore nomination
for his role as Leo Frank in Villanova's 2004 production of
Parade. He grew up in Key Largo, Florida, and moved to the
Philadelphia area in 1998 to study at the University of
Pennsylvania. Sauerman graduated from Penn in 2003
with a Bachelor of Arts in theatre arts and anthropology.

For more information about the scholarship fund and a
list of past recipients, please visit www.theatre.villanova.
edu.

Villanova Graduate Open House (Spring 2005)

On Tuesday, March 15, 2005, Villanova University held its
spring Graduate Open House in the Villanova Room. The
event took place from 3:30pm to 7:30pm, and featured
over 15 seminars ranging from “How to Write a Winning
Admissions Essay” and “Changing Careers: Search Firm
Tips” to “Master of Technology Management for
Engineers and Computing Professionals” and “Composing
your Future: Graduate Education in English.”

Program directors and current graduate students from
the College of Liberal Artsand Sciences’ 21 graduate
degree programs and over 30 graduate certificate programs
were available to offer advice and information regarding
their respective program.
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Representatives from Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions as
well as PNC Bank were present to answer any financial or
testing questions. The event was a great success with over
400 attendees.
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A. Maria Toyoda, Ph.D. — Political Science and East Asian Studies Concentration Program

A. Maria Toyoda, Ph.D., is currently working on two major research projects. The
first is an ongoing collaboration with Prof. Dennis Quinn of Georgetown
University on the determinants and consequences of
financial liberalization. The second project is on the
reform of government financial institutions, particu-
larly in Japan and East Asia. She is studying in partic-
ular, the impact and transformation of development
banks and postal savings. She also has an ongoing
interest in human evolution and the emergence of
political and economic relationships. She especially
enjoys and welcomes collaborative research opportuni-
ties with both students and faculty. Prior to coming to
Villanova, she was a research scholar at Stanford’s Institute for International
Studies and the Stanford Japan Center-Research in Kyoto, associate director of
the Asia/Pacific Scholars Program, and an interim executive director for the
Inter-University Center for Japanese Language Studies in Yokohama.

Maria also serves as director of Villanova’'s East Asian Studies Concentration
Program, which enjoyed a successful inaugural year.

Maria is married to Michael Toppa, a software engineer at the University of
Pennsylvania, and is mother to a cute and funny 4 year-old boy, Kai, and expec-
tant mother of another boy, Gen (due in August).

Program: Comparative and International Politics;
Director of East Asian Concentration Program

Education: B.A. in Human Biology (Honors in
Values, Technology, Science and Society), Stanford
University; M.A. and Ph.D. in Government,
Georgetown University

Joined Villanova: 2003

Areas of Interest: Political economy of financial
liberalization; Japanese political economy;
sociobiology.

Recent Working Papers/Publications:

= “The Politics of Postal Savings Reform In
Japan”. Asian Perspective, Vol 29(1), (co-authored
with Jennifer Amyx and Harukata Takenaka)

= “|deology and Voter Sentiment as Determinants
of International Financial Liberalization”
(co-authored with Dennis Quinn)

= “Does Capital Account Liberalization Lead to
Growth?” (co-authored with Dennis Quinn)

= “From Keiretsu to Startups: Japan’s Push for
High Tech Entrepreneurship Asia/Pacific Research
Center” Working Paper, 2002 (co-authored with
Henry S. Rowen)

Michael L. Levitan, Ph.D. — Department of Mathematical Sciences

Michael Levitan, Ph.D., came to Villanova in 1970. His initial area of research was
in probability: Markov Processes. He became director of the applied statistics
graduate program, a position he would hold intermit-
tently for approximately 25 years. He still holds that
position at the present time. His dedication to service
to the University was demonstrated by his contribu-
tions to the Faculty Assembly and as the longest serving
member of the Faculty Council - Faculty Senate (1982
—1999), the precursors to the Faculty Congress. He
spearheaded the effort to establish the Tuition
Exchange Program and also served as president of the
AAUP (Villanova chapter). In 1999 he received the Lawrence C. Gallen Award
for Distinguished Faculty Service. In the department of mathematical sciences,
he introduced courses in Operations Research and Queueing Theory. He also
introduced and ran the Math Anxiety Workshop, a course for students who felt
their experiences with math impeded their academic development. His
curiosity as a child, “Why do so many animals in Australia have zippers?” moti-
vated him to take sabbaticals and leaves of absence to his long sought-after goal:
Awustralia. Subsequently, it was there that his research changed to a more applied
direction. He is currently a collaborator in statistics on three public health
grants in Australia.

Program: Mathematical Sciences; Director, Applied
Statistics Graduate Program

Education: B.S. 1962, Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute; M.S. 1966, Ph.D. 1967, University of
Minnesota

Joined Villanova: as an assistant professor in 1970

Areas of Interest: Statistics, Probability, Operations
Research, Modeling, Math Anxiety

Recent Publications: Poster Session CDC/ATSDR:
Measuring the Efficacy of a Comprehensive Program
on Levels of Exercise for the Population of a City in
Western Australia with M. Rosenberg, et. al., 2005;
Brain Expansion in the Chick Embryo Initiated by
Experimentally Produced Occlusion of the Spinal
Neurocoel with M.E. Desmond, 2002; Western
Australian Sports Injury Study with M. Stevenson, et.
al., 2001.
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Jason Ramos — Department of Theology and Religious
Studies

Jason Ramos is from the Dallas suburb, Plano, Texas. Growing up in the “Bible-
Belt” of Texas, he gained an interest in religion and philosophy. As a freshman,
Jason spent his time at Collin County Community College studying philosophy.
He then transferred to Niagara University in Niagara Falls, New York, where he
majored in religious studies on a full scholarship for academics and Division |
tennis. After spending two years at Niagara University, he received a bachelor’s
degree in religious studies and a minor in philosophy summa cum laude with
University Honors (2004). Along with these academic distinctions, Jason was
also recognized as an NCAA Academic All-American for his work on and off
the tennis court.

Entering Villanova in the fall of 2004, Jason is able to pursue his interest in
religion, and more specifically, in theology, as a full-time student. Asa first-year
theology graduate student, he is taking classes with a concentration in system-
atic theology, which will help him to further pursue interests in Catholic
Christianity.

After receiving a master’s in theology, Jason hopes to receive a doctorate in
theology, which he hopes will allow him to teach at a college or university.

= Program: M.A. in Theology

= Education: B.A. in Religious Studies, Niagara
University (‘04) summa cum laude with
University Honors

= Interests: sports (especially tennisand  swim-
ming), reading (especially about the life of
Jesus), personal reflection, classical music
and opera

Dolores Figueroa Verdeur - Department of Education
and Human Services

Dolores Figueroa Verdeur had been working as a trial attorney for a number of
years when she found that mentoring new attorneys had unwittingly become
part of her life. She began to realize how much satisfaction she was getting
from mentoring. At the same time she was feeling that working on her own
cases had become routine and predictable. The attraction of the courtroom
did not seem to justify the tremendous amount of time that the trials took
away from her family. She decided to look into graduate school with the idea
of entering a doctoral program.

At that time Dolores’s son became unhappy in his newly assigned elemen-
tary school class. He hated school. She and her husband visited other schools
in the area. They talked to many parents and teachers and moved him to a new
school. There he was assigned to a wonderful, caring teacher. The change was
dramatic. He thrived academically and socially, and continues to thrive to this
day. Dolores was inspired at how one individual teacher could influence a
child’s life so significantly. It caused her to shift from the idea of a doctoral
program into a teaching program. She feels that teaching at the secondary level
will allow her to combine her love of literature with the opportunity to con-
tribute to the lives of young people.

Dolores was recently awarded an ETS Recognition of Excellence for her
outstanding score on the Praxis Series, English Language, Literature and
Composition: Content Knowledge.

e Program: Master of Arts in Education

e Education: B.A.inEnglish, Yale
University; J.D., Villanova Law School

« Interests: classical piano, drawing and
painting, reading, Languages: French,
Italian
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Officers left-right: Alice Chong, secretary; Dr. John Kurtz, advisor;
Andy Korzeniewski, president; Chris Driscoll, vice president;
Vikram Basava, treasurer

Graduate Student Council Synopsis

With the 2004-2005 academic year winding down, the
Graduate Student Council plans to end things with a bang
rather than awhimper. In keeping up its energetic, suc-
cessful pace, the GSC had three major items slated for
April:

First, the GSC began soliciting nominations for the
2005-2006 posts of president, vice president, treasurer
and secretary. There is no prerequisite required, and we
are enthusiastic that capable hands will carry the GSC next
year.

Second, on April 16, the GSC held its Charity Ultimate
Frisbee® tournament. Rather than donating the proceeds
to local community organizations as in the past, profits will
have an international presence, going to the USA Freedom
Corp Tsunami Relief Effort.

The GSC also held its annual spring picnic. The picnic
was held behind Alumni Hall the afternoon of Saturday,
April 23, and was open to all graduate students, their sig-
nificant others and friends. Food and plenty of beverages
(both alcoholic and non) were served. This event was a
great way to wrap up the year and have one last fling with
all the friends made over the past year.

The GSC would like to take the opportunity to
thank all its members, representatives and every graduate
student who helped us improve the graduate experience at
Villanova.

Computing Sciences Starts SESAME Project

(continued from page 1)

ground needed for children to be involved directly in this
process. However, the program’s ultimate mission is to
nurture the cognitive capacities in students that are essen-
tial to the successful pursuit of careers in science: critical
judgment, intellectual curiosity, creativity, determination
and discipline.

The team includes David Cregan O.S.A., Ph.D. (the-
atre), Karla Castro Granja (undergraduate student, com-
puting sciences), Karen Hess (executive director of Science

14

Resources), Sue Metzger (computing sciences), Najib Nadi
(computing sciences), Joseph Rucker, Ph.D. (chemistry),
Phil Stephens, Ph.D. (biology), Robert Styer, Ph.D. (math-
ematics), Bryan Wagner (graduate student, computing sci-
ences), Thomas Way, Ph.D. (computing sciences), and
Randy Weinstein, Ph.D. (chemical engineering). The pilot
program will run June 20-July 1, 2005
(www.magicschool.villanova.edu).



alumni news

Dear Graduate Alumni and Friends,

We will have a full slate of activities planned for the upcoming
academic year. We look forward to alumni getting involved!

We will be accepting nominations for the Founder’s Award.
The two recipients will include a faculty member from Villanova,
as well as a graduate student alumnus/a who has upheld the
Villanova tradition since graduating from Villanova. The recipi-
ents must have accomplished something noteworthy that has
made themselves an example to others, as well as reflected well on
Villanova University.

In the spirit of community service, we have several activities
planned for the year. We will have our St. Vincent clothing drive
in October. At Christmas, we will have our Toys for Tots at our

holiday tea at Montrose Mansion (Villanova Conference Center).

There will be refreshments and entertainment. The toys will be
distributed to underprivileged children during the holidays.

Be on the lookout for lectures and other activities that we will
bring you and other fellow alumni, as well as the community
together. We plan to set up these kinds of activities throughout
the year. 1 will have more information in later newsletter issues.

In the next issue, I will provide a list of future meeting dates.
We hope to see you there! You can contact me at my e-mail
address for further information or check the Villanova website.
We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

Jerel P. Saltzman

President, Graduate Alumni Society
of Arts and Sciences
Wildcats78@pipeline.com

Interest Form

Keep in touch! Please take a minute to complete the
following form and let us know what you are doing
professionally and /or personally. (If you would like to
include a descriptive sheet or announcement, please
doso.) Please print clearly.

Name

Degree/Year

SS#

Preferred E-Mail

Address

Phone

Your News

Please contact me. | am interested in participarting on
the Leadership Council.

MAIL TO:

Villanova University, Alumni Office,
800 Lancaster Ave.

Villanova, Pa 19085-1673
Attention: Jerel D. Saltzman

OR
FAX: 610-519-7583

EMAIL: Wildcats78@pipline.com
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Eilean Ni Chuilleanain addresses students, faculty and the
community during the 7th annual Literary Festival.

Literary Festival Features Renowned
Irish Poet

On March 15, 2005, Irish poet Eilean Ni Chuilleanain gave a
poetry reading as part of the English department’s 7th
annual Literary Festival. The reading took place in Falvey
Memorial Library and was well attended by students, faculty
and the community.
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After an introduction from Literary Festival director Lisa
Sewell, Ni Chuilleanain read several poems from her earlier
and more recent published works. The audience was fortu-
nate enough to also witness Ni Chuilleanain read one of her
unpublished poems, that she simply handwritten on a piece
of paper and carefully placed in one of her books.

Born in Cork, Ireland, Ni Chuilleanain is the author of
eight collections of poetry and the recipient of several
awards including the O’Shaughnessy Prize for Poetry and
the Patrick Kavanaugh award. Her collections of poetry
include The Girl Who Married the Reindeer (2002), The Brazen
Serpent (1994), The Magdalene Sermon (1989), The Rose Geranium
(1981), The Second Voyage (1977, 1986), Cork (1977), Site of
Ambush (1975), and Acts and Monuments (1972). She is a fellow
of Trinity College in Dublin and also one of the founding
editors of the literary review Cyphers.

This year, the Literary Festival featured novelist Karen
Tei Yamashita, poet Sekou Sundiata, poet Edward P. Jones,
and musician and memoirist Jacob Slichter.
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