The communication discipline has its origins in the study of the spoken word and
its power to move and persuade. Greece is the site of much of the history of the
spoken word, from epic storytelling, to oratory, to drama and lyric poetry, to the
messages of the oracles. This five-week, 6 - credit summer program will allow
Communication majors and minors and honors students to gain important
insights into the roots of the discipline and make contemporary applications
through hands-on experience in Greece. Students can gain additional
intercultural insights by observing and participating in a contemporary culture that
continues to surround itself with, and to be influenced by, its ancient history.

The proposed program consists of two team-taught
courses, one focusing on ancient Greek rhetoric and
myth and the other on the performance of ancient
Greek poetry and drama.

Course instruction will take place both in traditional
classrooms and in specific ancient performance sites.
The students’ primary work—analysis and performance
of significant rhetorical, dramatic, and poetic
texts—needs to be grounded in the specifically |
historical, social, and cultural contexts, and much of this
is gleaned from the physical space. Thus, travel to
these sites is an integral part of the academic program.

In particular, these field trips will:

1. Offer students a chance to tour locations that figure prominently in the
history and theory of rhetoric and performance studies

2. Offer students a chance to witness professional performances of classical
plays by such playwrights as Euripides, Sophocles, and Aeschylus.

3. Offer students a chance to be taught in an “open air” classroom-style, in
the very manner used by Plato, Aristotle and the Sophists

4. Offer students a chance to perform their own work and to view and critique
the works of classmates at these important rhetorical and performance
sites.
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Pre-Socratic myths and their evolution and function in the drama, poetry,
philosophy and literature of ancient Greece. Special attention is paid to the role
of orality and performance in the creation, dissemination and interpretation of
these myths. Students study oral traditions (e.g., the stories from Greek
mythology, Homer and the Homeric Hymns), ritual (ex: The Eleusian Mysteries)
and drama (The Bacchae, Medea, and the Oresteia). 3 credits
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power of the spoken word and embodiment through the history and
development of ancient Greek poetry and drama. Through analysis of
character, language, myth, image, rhythm, form, style, and culture, students
bring these texts to life in solo and group performance. Course highlights the
epic poetry of Homer, the plays of Sophocles (Electra, Oedipus at Colonus),



Euripides (The Trojan Women, Hippolytus), Aristophanes, and the poetry of
Sappho. Focus on the dynamic relationship among performer, text, and
audience—and what this means in the moment of performance. Prior
performance experience is not necessary--only a love of language and
literature, openness and imagination! 3 credits
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Approximately 50% of the instruction will occur in outdoor classroom space in the
two distinct courses of Rhetoric and Myth in Ancient Greece and Performance of
Greek Literature taught by rhetoric and performance studies faculty. The
proposed program will allow the other 50% of instruction to occur in a unique
team-taught fashion. Since the same group of students will be taking both
courses simultaneously, the faculty will be able to team-teach in a variety of
settings, including historical sites, museums, and at performances. Theoretical
and applied connections between rhetoric and performance studies will be able
to be made by faculty and students as they engage both traditions in on-site
experiences.

1/¥23'"/4+

Field Trips Scheduled field trips include the Athenian Acropolis, Agora, and Pnyx,
Delphi, Ancient Corinth, Ancient Olympia, Crete, Santorini, Mycenae, Tolo and
Epidaurus. A number of ancient theatres, for example, such as the Herodian
Atticus and the Dionysus Theatre, both located at the foot of the Athenian
Acropolis, are still relatively intact. The Pnyx, where Pericles, Socrates and other
statesmen addressed the Athenian citizens, will be the site of numerous classes.
Outside of Athens are a number of other important rhetorical sites, such as
Ancient Olympia (the home of the first Olympic games), Delphi (the most
important oracle of the ancient world), Ancient Corinth (the governing seat of a
neighboring important city-state) Ancient Mycenae, center of the Mycenaean
world, The Palace of Knossos on Crete, the center of the Minoan civilization, and
Epidaurus (the site of ancient annual rhetorical and theatrical contests and
currently the site of ongoing summer performances of important ancient Greek
plays). Thus, Greece is an ideal site for
instruction in performance, rhetoric, and myth
in ancient Greece.

196-52)6'I"#$"%6& TH##"3/0%)# " 809#"8&%)/#0

Dr. Heidi M. Rose

Department of Communication
College of Arts & Sciences

St. Augustine Center 250




610/519-6939
heidi.rose@villanova.edu

Housing and Meals

The Villanova University summer program is located in three and four-star hotels
for one week in Athens, while spending the remaining four weeks in Crete,
Santorini, Delphi, Olympia, and Tolo. Students will take their breakfast in the
hotels.

Program Requirements

2.5 or better on a 4.0 scale; non-Villanova students must submit a recent
official university transcript of undergraduate work.

University student status without disciplinary probation.

Completed Villanova application to the Office of International Studies and
attendance at all orientations; interview with Program Director upon submitting
application; non-Villanova students need must contact Dr. Rose for orientation
information.

No language proficiency required.

Open to Communication majors and minors and all Honors majors at
Villanova University. It is also open to Communication majors and minors from
other universities. Special permission may be granted for students who are not
majors or minors or in honors but who can demonstrate coursework that
provides a comparable background and preparation for this program of study.

Itinerary

Summer 2008 Itinerary - Tentative

23rd May Depart Philadelphia, PA via Lufthansa Airlines to
Athens Greece

24th May to 30th May: Stanley Hotel, Athens Greece

30th May Overnight Ferry, Piraeus to Heraklion Crete

31st May to 5th June Malia Park Hotel, Malia, Crete

5th June to 13th June Avra Hotel, Santorini

13th June to 18th June Hotel Villa Apollonia, Delphi
18th June to 22nd June Europa Hotel, Olympia

22nd June to 27th June John and George Hotel, Tolo
27th June to 30th June Stanley Hotel, Athens, Greece

30th June Depart Athens via Lufthansa airlines for return to
Philadelphia, PA






