

Philadelphia Handicapped Encounter Christ
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Editors:  Barbara Mathers: 610-356-8118         Margie Kernicky 610-527-4791

               e-mail:  barbmath@verizon.net        margie.kernicky@villanova.edu
Philly HEC WEB page: http:// www.campus ministry.villanova.edu/hec.htm
Barbara and Margie wish all of the HEC communities a blessed and happy Easter season.  He is risen, Alleluia, Alleluia.  Let all the earth cry out to God with joy. Psalm 66
“Beg God for the gift to love one another.  Love all people, even your enemies, not because they are your brothers and sisters, but that they may become such.  Love them in order that you may be at all times on fire with love, whether towards those who have become your brothers and sisters or toward your enemies, so that by being beloved they may become your brothers and sisters.”  St. Augustine’s sermon on 1 John 10:7
 

ANNOUNCING PHILLY HEC #92
Please note that we are planning to hold the Spring retreat, but if we do not have enough able volunteers, we will try to hold a one-day event this summer
When:


June 3, 4, 5, 2005
Where:


Variety Club, 2950 Potshop Road, Worcester, PA 19490



Arrival time begins at 4:00 p.m. on Friday, but no later than 7:30, please.




Departure is around 1:00 p.m. Sunday

Travel Arrangements: 
Make your own or arrange to meet the van at the Villanova University Connolly Center, 800 Lancaster Ave., Villanova, PA 19085.  The van will leave for Variety Club at 5:00 p.m. promptly.  You must let us know beforehand if you will be taking the van.
How to get in touch:
On Friday you can call Margie at 610-527-4791 until 2:30 p.m., Campus Ministry at 610-519-4080 until 4:00 p.m. or Fr. Shawn's cell phone:  610-639-9934 throughout the weekend only.

Cost:   
 $60 (if you can afford it). Send in an application form (LAST PAGE OF NEWSLETTER) no later than May 23, and please put “Attn: HEC” on the envelope. NO phone reservations, please, however, reservations can be made by e-mail to: margie.kernicky@villanova.edu 
Pre-HEC Liturgy to pray for the success of the weekend and safe travel of retreatants: Monday, May 30, at 7:30 PM at Margie’s house, 2 Barley Cone Lane, Rosemont, PA 610-527-4791.
HEC 91
New HEC’ers:  JOE COYLE’S bride of 3 months, LILIAN COYLE; MAGGIE FALZONE; KATIE KRACKENBERGER, PAM PETERSON, BERYL STINE, and KATHY and STEVE SARIAN’S grandson, JOHN CASEY.
We want to thank those volunteers who came in to help including DEANNA GANNON, DIANE FUSCO, Donna Dell’Aglio, MARY McGUIRE and her son Joseph and his friend Xavier and especially those who helped make our first Supper Liturgy a success including YOLANDA MORABITO, Gerry Flynn, Jean Smith, Joe Pilcicki, SUZANNE OGLE and KAREN MURRAY.

NEWS OF HECers
Spring 2005 graduation congratulations to:  MARY KOHLER from Delaware County Community College, DENISE MARCH and “guest HEC’er” Laura Emerson from Neumann College; JUSTIN KNABB and KATIE KRACKENBERGER from Villanova; and STEVE ZELEKOWSKI and AMANDA DOVIDIO--2 more Villanova lawyers on the loose.
JUSTIN will be working in a summer camp for kids with cancer in Wyoming.  In late August, he will join The Augustinian Volunteers to work in San Diego.
JASON BROWN has been working in Africa this past semester with The Augustinian Volunteers.
On May 1, House of Grace, a Catholic Worker home established by MARY BETH APPEL and JOHANNA BERRIGAN more than 10 years ago, will celebrate the opening of a second hospitality house next door.
People needing our prayers: VICKIE DALLAS, TOM LEVINE, FR. GEORGE MAGEE OSA, VINCE BAZZELL, RAY MARTARELLI, DARWIN ZIEGLER, JOANNE GARDNER, CHRISTINE WARD.
MARY KOHLER also thanks everyone who prayed for her to get a new job.  She has been offered a job as a Customer Service rep for the Home Depot 10 minutes from her home as well as one in marketing in another company.  Feast or famine!
 

JOANNE BURNS has a new web page so that folks can order her CD “Jesus Take The Wheel” directly online.  She hopes to add new CDs over time.  As we all know, JOANNE always has new music to share with us.  The web site is: http//www.cdbaby.com/cd/joannenfriends
JEAN KNOWLTON and her mother, Jeannie, were featured in the Fall 2004 Chester Country Town and Country Living magazine riding to new heights!  At Hope Springs Equestrian Therapy, participants not only learn to ride, they gain a new self image.  There are several pictures of Jean riding.  For further info about Hope Springs Equestrian Therapy, call; 610-827-0931 or visit  www.hopesprings.org
JEAN wrote this poem after attending a friend’s party.  JEAN feels this poem shows the essence of life:

THE ROCK OF FRIENDSHIP
At a party for a friend,

There were so

Many smiling faces.

Glints of friendship,

As far as the eye could see.

People should surround

Themselves with friends.

Friendship is Rock.

That is the purpose of life.

Be as close to

Your family and your friends

As humanely possible.
APRIL 2 WAS NATIONAL HEC WEDDING DAY!

KEVIN CORCORAN and AMY WESCOTT

Report compiled by the BRAUN and ISHMAEL families:  The weather on April 2 in Newport, Rhode Island certainly didn't match the mood inside the reception celebrating the marriage of KEVIN CORCORAN and AMY WESCOTT.  From the early morning hours the rain started and slowly tapered off as the day wore on but the sun struggled to show its face all day. Conversely, the weather couldn't dampen the joy of the friends and family that were there to celebrate KEVIN and AMY.

The late afternoon ceremony was held at a quaint Baptist church in Middletown, RI and was co-officiated by our very own FATHER JACK McATEE, O.S.A.  The ceremony was followed by a reception in Newport at one of the famous Newport mansions.  The food was scrumptious, dancing lively, and cake almost as good as the world famous Cobb cookies.  There was also more to celebrate than a wedding as KEVIN returned safely home from a 7-month tour of duty in Iraq less than 2 weeks before the wedding.

The lasting memory from the wedding will not be the wet weather but instead the extraordinary couple that we all love and the special friends and family that were there celebrating them.
SEAN DOLAN and TARA ECHELMEIER

An eyewitness report from MARGIE on the wedding of SEAN DOLAN and TARA ECHELMEIER: TARA CHRISTINE ECHELMEIER and SEAN PATRICK DOLAN exchanged  wedding vows on April 2, 2005 and received the nuptial blessing in our Mother of Good Counsel Church, Bryn Mawr, PA.  SEAN’s uncle FR. SHAWN TRACY, along with Fr. Joe Mastardi (SEAN’s boss), Fr. Jim Martinez, the pastor and Fr. Thomas Higgins, a family friend, presided.  All six of SEAN's brothers were groomsmen.  KIRSTEN ECHELMEIER, maid of honor, WILL STEHL, SEAN’s oldest brother, BILL, JR. and wife NOEL are all HEC’ers.  WILL’s  mother, SALLY, KATHY SARIAN and MARGIE  were in the congregation to share with our friends TARA and SEAN as they begin the unfolding of their new and exciting journey together.  The Irish always say "if it rains on your wedding day, you will have "good luck." The little Irish leprechaun really showered both SEAN, TARA, KEVIN and AMY abundantly with "rain" on your special day!  
The day may have been damp and dreary but all the care, thoughtfulness and love of family was radiant throughout the ceremony. As usual Fr. Joe out did himself in his homily as he honored SEAN and TARA with accolades of their love for one another which is centered in Christ.  Using many props, he presented TARA with a necklace to remind them both of what brought them together in union with the Holy Spirit and what is needed during their journey together.  
 

Lastly, Fr. Joe asked SEAN to put his hand on top of TARA’s hand…."SEAN, this is the last time that you will have the upper hand!” 
AND 50 YEARS LATER…
June 17, 1955 was the day that STEVE and KATHY SARIAN formally vowed to love one another always.  On April 9, 2005, almost fifty years later, their five children gave their parents a festive golden anniversary celebration.  The Eucharistic was celebrated by family and friends, with FATHER SHAWN as the presider and homilist and many HEC faithful in attendance.  STEVE and KATHY's nephew, Father Tavit Boyajian, officiated during the renewal of the marriage vows. FATHER SHAWN and Father Tavit gave inspiring words of insight into the lives of these two persons as they journeyed through the rough and dark days of their marriage (they couldn't remember any!) into their grace-filled days.  Father Tavit recalled: when KATHY's hair matched the red living room sofa in West Philadelphia.
 

"The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest" was the theme for this lovely occasion.  Their five children and eleven grandchildren, as well as their family and friends, can surely attest to the abundance of being spiritually nourished and blessed from the fruitful harvest they have shared with all of us through their love for God and all God's children.
 

Before the 50th anniversary cake was cut, there was an announcement from their grandson Steve that his wife Tara is carrying their great-grandchild.  The “seed” is continuing to yield!  Much joy exuded from KATHY and STEVE as they danced an Armenian dance.  Sanctuary, the liturgical ensemble from Villanova University provided the music.
 

STEVE and KATHY generously requested that all gifts be made to Handicapped Encounter Christ in their honor.  CONGRATULATIONS, ONCE MORE TO OUR “TWO LOVE BIRDS OF 50 YEARS.”
 
DEATHS IN OUR COMMUNITY 

We remember in our prayers Pope John Paul II who entered the eternal kingdom on April 2.  Some of us remember being in the crowds in 1979 for the papal mass in Logan Square when Pope John Paul came to our city of Philadelphia for the 43rd Eucharistic Congress. Wherever he preached his words "be not afraid" to his last breath, John Paul believed and lived out this message from the "giver of everlasting life." 
JEANNE CYWINSKI’s mother, Eugenia, went home to her creator on March 2, 2005.  A Mass of Resurrection was celebrated at Sacred Heart Church in Clifton Heights.  FR. SHAWN was on of the celebrants.  BARBARA MATHERS, MARGIE, KATHY SARIAN, DEANNA GANNON and Keith Reed, the chaplain from Inglis House where JEANNE resides were in attendance.

 
MARYANN BERNARD’s father, Charles Joseph, died on April 16.  Mass of Resurrection was celebrated April 20 at St. Iraneaus Church in Philadelphia.  Attending were ANN-MARIE ALTOMARE, PAUL and LAURA KLEE, KATHY and STEVE SARIAN, MARGIE, LINDA JACZYNSKI and BARBARA and TOM CULLEN.
Richard Wilding, a special friend of JOANNE BURNS, entered the eternal kingdom on April 6.  JOANNE got to know Richard through the Citizen Advocates volunteer program and was his advocate for seven years after his mother’s death in 1990.  The staff of the group home where he resided and JOANNE’s church community were his family. Church services were held on April 11 at St. Timothy’s in Aston.  JOANNE and FR. SHAWN provided the music. 
We pray in thanksgiving for the inspiration of the Holy Spirit for giving us a new “shepherd,” Pope Benedict XVI.  
We pray for Terri Schindler Schiavo and her family and friends.  For those suffering from the recent earthquake, natural disasters and floods.  For those who die from the ravages of war and violence in our cities.  
A Remembrance
JANET DUNN wrote the following in memory of her mother:  My dear mother passed away on October 2, 2004.  She went peacefully at my sister, Robin’s house.  She died of liver cancer.  She learned to let go.  She told me that she was ready.  She didn’t want to put the burden on Robin.

She had two lovely grandchildren that she loved very much and they loved her too.  The granchildren’s father is Polish.  When my mother was alive, she said that she couldn’t understand what they were saying when they had friends over to the house.  When my sister met her husband, she had to learn how to speak Polish.  Her husband had to learn how to speak English.  My sister raised her children Catholic for her husband.

When I first moved into the Margaret E. Moul Home, it seemed like all that the residents’ parents did was complain.  My mother, on the other hand, was very appreciative.  So was my sister, Robin.  I managed to do things well for myself here but my mother and my sister were always there if I needed them.  Grace, a nurse that used to work here, once said, “Why can’t all the residents have the freedom that Janet’s mother and sister have given her?”  Grace didn’t think that the other residents’ parents gave them enough freedom.  I agreed with her.  A lot of the parents had a hard time letting go.  For example, one of the resident’s mother called the Home to tell them not to let her son go outside because it was raining.  I feel like he could have made that decision for himself.

If I may say so myself, I believe my mother was a saint.  I told the family this at my mother’s memorial service and my sister gave me a kiss on the cheek.  I have a very special sister.  The Home made sure that I was able to attend the memorial service outside of Philadelphia.  Chaplain Fred Young joined me for the day.  It was a beautiful service.  My mother’s presence will remain in the memories of all those who knew her.  Everyone was also very happy to see me since I hadn’t seen them in years.
REFLECTIONS FROM HEC 91

PAM PETERSON:  I got to the bus station in Philadelphia at maybe 3:00 in the afternoon. Soon after I arrived at the bus station I called up who would be the person that drove me to the retreat. Her name was MAGGIE FALZONE. After we met we went back out to where she had her car waiting for me.  After I got out of the van we went into this cabin and when I got in there I was first met by a lady named BARBARA. She was very nice. I then met a lady named MARGIE.  She too was very nice. I then was introduced to the man who introduced himself to me as FATHER TRACY. He wasn't anything that I would have expected. First of all when he introduced himself to me he did so by his first name and not as FATHER TRACY. He was dressed in street clothes and not in church clothes like other priests would normally be. Then I met my cabin buddy. Her name was Beryl. She helped me from the time that I got there until the day I left. The entire retreat was an enlightening experience for me.

PAULA FORD:  I had a wonderful time at HEC.  I got to know some of the people better and am feeling less intimidated by others’ handicaps.  The most profound encounter I had however was with STU SANDERSON.  I was put in a situation (by God, I am sure) where STU and I were left alone outside on that beautiful Saturday afternoon.  We went for a ‘walk’ together and I was worried about how to carry on a conversation.  It turned out to be one of the most beautiful conversations I ever had.  
 

I was telling STU how when I get to heaven I will ask God for only one thing and that is to be able to sing.  It’s always been my dream to have a beautiful voice.  After several attempts at my understanding him, STU told me that when he gets to heaven he will ask God to be able to walk.  I first thought: how insensitive of me to express such a trivial desire to someone with such basic needs.  But we both agreed to meet in heaven someday and he will walk and I will sing for all eternity.  And we laughed.
 

During the retreat I repeated a quote I heard while attending a training program on how to help senior citizens: “They will not remember what you said.  They will not remember what you did.  But they will always remember how you made them feel.”  I have re-paraphrased this after experiencing 2 HEC retreats:  “I may not remember what you said.  I may not remember what you did.  But I will always remember how you made me feel.”  And I feel wonderful!  I have been blessed to have the opportunity to make friends with ARLENE, ANNAMARIE, STU and everyone else involved with HEC.
 

BERYL STINE:  I am almost 60 years old and never had a "share a cabin with other people" camp experience.  Needless to say I was a little leery but up for an adventure. By Sunday at noon I knew this was a weekend in my life that was truly a rewarding experience for me.  The love of Jesus that was shown to us from FATHER SHAWN and JOANNE's Ministry through music filled my heart. The stories of  faith and hope shared by the different speakers was remarkable, it opened my eyes to the struggles of other human beings and how God's Love and Mercy got them through. What more can I say than I'll be back.  Thank You for allowing me to participate.
ASHLEY BECKER: I like about the HEC is it’s a very spiritual experience.  It teaches
the able buddies how fortunate we are that our handicap is not as bad as others.

JOHN CASEY:    My first HEC experience.  I have been on a few HEC’s but this was my first full one.  It was a little different.  It was a little harder than just being there for one night, but not as hard as I expected, but still a little hard in the beginning.  I have always loved being there, and this was just more fun even though I thought I was going to have my own buddy and I was ready to run away.  But it all turned out great and I loved it.

REGISTRATION FOR HEC #92
June 3, 4, 5, 2005

PLEASE RETURN THIS APPLICATION TO:

MARGIE KERNICKY

 C/O CAMPUS MINISTRY ATTN: HEC

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY, VILLANOVA, PA 19085

By May 23, 2005

______
I plan to attend the Retreat on June 3, 4, 5, 2005.

______ I am taking ParaTransit or Community Transit to and from the retreat site.

  
______ I will provide transportation for a disabled person.

_____   
I need transportation.

_____
Enclosed is $60.00 to help defray expenses and to reserve a bed.  (Check or money order payable to HEC.)
_____
I cannot attend the retreat, but I am enclosing a check to help someone else attend.

NAME_____________________________


PLEASE PRINT

PHONE NO.___________________

DATE_____________

E-MAIL ADDRESS__________________________

ADDRESS
__________________________________

__________________________________


Pre-HEC liturgy and orientation: Monday, May 30, 2005 at 7:30 PM 

Location:   Margie Kernicky’s home:  2 Barley Cone Lane, Rosemont, PA  19010 

Phone No:  610-527-4791         E-mail:  margie.kernicky@villanova.edu

NO ACCEPTANCE LETERS WILL BE SENT OUT.  YOU WILL HEAR FROM SOMEONE ONLY IF WE CANNOT ACCOMMODATE YOU ON THIS RETREAT. IF YOU ARE DISABLED AND NEED TRANSPORTATION, PLEASE MAKE ARRANGEMENTS WITH PARATRANSIT IN TIME.  IF YOU NEED DIRECTIONS, PLEASE CALL MARGIE FOR A MAP.

ADDRESS OF THE VARIETY CLUB:

2950 POTSHOP RD, WORCESTER, PA 19490
APPLICATION INSIDE FOR

HEC 92 June 3, 4 and 5, 2005
Please note that we are planning to hold the Spring retreat, but if we do not have enough able volunteers, we will try to hold a one-day event this summer.
Preview:

HEC 93 October 28, 29 and 30, 2005
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