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: .-Vﬂianva creates hrgh»-tech iearmng center at Navy Yard

PETERKEY.
S TAFF WRB’FR

Vzllanova Umverszty S Coilege of Eng :

neering is opening a high-tech learnin,

center at the Philadelphia Navy Yard to. -
- offer graduate courses to the growing
- work force there and the large’ number of

enomeers within a short ride of it.

“The Navy Yard is becoming. the engl--'_
neering technology hub of Phﬂadelplua &
said Sean.O’Donnell; the ceEege s chrector '

of distance education..
’I‘he center consists of a 40—seat class—

room; a 10-seat collaboration area and.a. . o
control center spread over 1,400. square’ -
feet of space in .25 7005quare-foot build-" -
ing run by Philadelphia- ’E‘echnology Park -
LLC. Much of the building is takenup by a’

12,000-square-foot data center and a few -

other rooms of eqmpment and people to

serve it; but PTP also is leasing space to-
tenants it thinks can boost the ongoing. ef-

forts to make the Navy Yard a tech hub:-

The College of Engmeermg plansto’
offer graduate programs; distancelearn-’
ing courses and executive; professional
and corporate learning: programs at the' -
center. It also intends to use it for graduate -
recruitment efforts and science; technol: -
ogy, engineering and mathematics, or. -

:hired within: 10 miles of thlS fac111ty' -
. O’Donneﬁs i

STEM, education outreach programs for
_K -12. students and teachers _' B

" Corey Blanton, {left) and Sean O’Donnell .

City.~ :
‘There are 3{){) engmeers ayear bemg-‘ i

Villanova's Coilege of Engmeenng won't
- have the market for graduate courses o it
- self in the Navy Yard: The Pennsylvania
- State- University Great Valley School of =
" Graduate Professional Studies has heen
-offering a systems engineering program
- there for at least five years.and a software
-engmeermg program there for close to
' three years; said Jim' ’\Iemes its mtenrn'

17 director of academic affairs.

at Vil_l_a_n_dva’_s Na_\ry--\{ard-i

The center isan outgrowth_ of a program--.: :
the college has had at The Navy Yard that
. offers graduate classes to workers at the -

Naval Surface Warfare Center, Carderock
. Division — Ship Systems Engineering Sta- -
tion there. Those classes, however, are
only available to Navy workers. With the: :
- _center, the college. hopes to reach engi-
neers at The Boeing Co.’s plant in Ri
L3 Commumcaﬂons Corp/s
- Camden and Lockheed Martin

erations at Moorestown, N.J:
Comcast Corp S headquarte

»

o area professmnals
- lege wants totak

" “For the type of programs we offer
that’s a partlcularly good iocanon for us;”

he said: . .
Unhke Penn State Great Valley s Navy

ard courses, the courses Villanova's Col-

~ bility to Philade International Axrporta-f"
-+ to attract execu ives from other regu}ns to .
- the center.

-+ Ortega sa1d the coﬂege is one of the few'. :
- inthe country that offers a master’s de:
: gree m sustama e encrmeenng and itis

ege of Engmeenng will offer at its center
will be accessrble 1o’ dxstance Iearners as
wellag students on the premises.

taking advantage of that to develop an ex-

- ecutive sustainable engineering program '

that it hopes to begm offering in a year. _
“Villanova basically supports a very =
strong regmnai Northeast market butI .
don’t think there’s any reason that we can’t .
broadcast and recrujt nat;onaﬂy ior pro--
grams like this;” he said. i :
‘Villanova represents a prlzed tenant to :

PTE, which opened its data center last fall -~
after signing an $11 million 12-vear lease. .

on the buﬁdmg at 4773 League Island. a
Blvd.. -

L1berty Praperty Trust began work on -
the building for the Philadelphia Stock Ex-
change, but while it was under construc- _
tion, the Philadelphia Stock Exchange was. -

i bouovht by the NASDAQ: OMX Group and'_ -
“Students can. participate live anywhere' . '
they are as long as they have a laptop com-: -
puter,” said Alfonso. Ortega, the school's:
associate dean for graduate studres and §
' _research g o
o addrtron to takmg adva.ntage of the'_' “ten
< Navy Yard’s proximityto 1-95 to atfract =
'the center, the cok:

decrded not to.occupyit. -

data center is the only one built from the -

ground up in the area; all the others are m-.i_ -
bUﬂdmgS that predate the _cenrers exis- -

~"We can baild another building just hké_.

this right behind this and that’s our plan to - -
'_ ._do that,” he sald é?%‘z:% . o

PTP President Corey | Blanton sazd the- o

LLC of Bainmore will have any pmblemsf an
filling it up and expanding beyond it. =



