
 
 
 
 
 

 
STUDENT: _______________________________________________________________ DATE: ______________ 
  Last                                            First                                     M.I.   
 
SEMESTER: _____________CUM. QPA: ___________ 
  Year /Term 
 
Your proposal for your independent study project must be attached to this form.  The proposal must include a 
description of the proposed topic of study (see list of possible topics below), the methodology for proposed work, a 
timeline for the work and the expected output of the independent study.  The output must be either a well-documented 
report of the work and its conclusions and/or a technical paper which will be submitted to an engineering conference 
or journal.  Independent studies without an output will not be approved, and the independent study will not be 
complete until the final report/paper is received and approved by the Graduate Chair and/or graduate committee. 
 
Independent Study Advisor: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Independent Study Topic: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Any Independent Study must be completed within one semester.  In exceptional cases, with the approval of both the 
Independent Study Advisor and the Graduate Chairman, an extension of one semester will be granted.  Only upon 

approval will the student be allowed to register for Independent Study Continuation. 
 
___________________________________________    ________________________ 
Student’s Signature       Date 
 
___________________________________________   _________________________ 
Approval: Faculty Advisor      Date 
 
___________________________________________   _________________________ 
Approval:  Graduate Committee Chair     Date 
 
 
 

1. Solving an industrial problem, particularly if funded through a small grant not sufficient for a full-fledged thesis support (applied 
research). 

2. A small research project not suitable for a full thesis. 
3. Developing a detailed computer program to obtain solutions for theory taught in a graduate class, which can be used in future 

classes. 
4. Setting up a complex piece of lab equipment and/or developing experimental work for use in future lab-teaching or research. 
5. Feasibility studies for some novel idea proposed by the student based on engineering principles the student has theoretically 

studied. 
6. Work-based projects, relating to a student’s current (part/full time) job, which can expand the student’s understanding of his/her 

work and which may involve partial research. 
7. Literature survey, plus an experimental plan if applicable, for a future long-term research project (by the advisor). 
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