
Academic Affairs Committee of the Board of Trustees: 
March, 2017  

The committee met in December and again last week (on the 13th).  The following is a brief 

outline of the major discussion topics at each meeting: 

  

December:  

The committee took a walking tour of some academic spaces on campus.  This was intended to 

provide a perspective of some recently transformed spaces and how resource allocation has been 

utilized to boost student learning.  The ICE Center was highlighted as was the new reading room 

in old Falvey.  Other visits were to buildings that are clearly areas of concern particularly in light 

of some recent trends in enrollment such as exists with prospective science majors.  The 

committee visited Mendel Science Center and I took them into my research lab for a perspective 

of what potential faculty candidates would see during a campus interview/recruitment visit.  The 

group then walked through White Hall and was presented information regarding the 

fragmentation of space for the various engineering programs which are currently scattered across 

at least four separate buildings. 

  

After the walking tour the committee convened for a discussion of what was seen, what concerns 

had arisen as a result of the visits, and how the institution should strategically plan to better 

support teaching and learning particularly in the STEM disciplines.  At present a major space 

study is underway that will provide feedback to the Provost about need areas in particular those 

in which the university is falling short compared to peer institutions.  Outcomes of that study will 

best inform the Board as to how the institution should proceed with future building construction 

or renovation plans of space dedicated to academic pursuits.  The discussion was general but 

supportive of doing what is best to not only solve immediate problems but will also place the 

institution in the best position for expansion and the ability to meet future needs.  

  

February:  

Dean Deborah Tyksinski from the College of Professional Studies, provided an overview of the 

reorganization of the new College and the various academic programs it supports.  The 

presentation covered relevant information about student population, program development, 

faculty support, and the need to define a home base for the College.  Provost Maggitti followed 

with a brief report on admission numbers for the  fall 2017  which have reached a new record for 

the institution (just over 21,000 applications) and the projected academics-related allocation as 

part of the university budget that would be reviewed and voted upon by the full Board of 

Trustees later that week.  Dean Maggitti reported that there are plans to begin a full review of 

Tolentine Hall and Mendel Science Center spaces with the intention of development of a 

strategic plan for these spaces by the end of the year.  This plan will reflect outcomes gleaned 

from the space committee/consultant’s report.   The final segment of the meeting was a joint 

session with the Student Life Committee of the Board of Trustees during which a group of four 

current undergraduates representing a larger “Student Commission for Diversity and Inclusion” 

presented information and defined need areas that would enhance the university’s ability to 

meaningfully establish unity and respect for all members of the community.  

  

Respectfully, 

Louise 



 


