
Journal of Catholic Social Thought
Volume 5 – Number 1

Student Editorial Board
Co-Editors-in-Chief

Cheryl Handel
Kathleen Shields

Production Editors
Thomas Brophy

Edward Winsman

Associate Editors
Gregory Armstrong
Shalissa Dougherty

Timothy Fallon
Robert Ferguson
Alicia Fiorentino

Nicole Perez
Raymond Rafferty
Marie Rudzinski

Elizabeth Stedman

The Meaning of the Preferential Option for the Poor
for Law and Policy

Table of Contents

Political, Social and Economic Perspectives

1 A Preferential Option for the Poor and American Political Culture
Robert F. Pecorella, St. John’s University

45 Catholics and the Welfare State: How the Preferential Option for the
Poor Relates to Preferences for Government Policy
Frank Ridzi, Matthew T. Loveland and Fred Glennon,
Le Moyne College

65 The Coase Theorem and the Preferential Option for the Poor
Robert T. Miller, Villanova University School of Law

The Problem of Wealth

81 The Preferential Option for the Poor and Asset Building: Using Public
Policy to Expand Ownership to the Poor
James P. Bailey, Duquesne University

99 The Preferential Option, Solidarity, and the Virtue of Paying Taxes:
Reflections on the Catholic Vision of a Just Tax System
Michael A. Livingston, Rutgers-Camden School of Law

In the Context of Health Care

111 ‘The Preferential Option for the Poor,’ National Health Care Reform
and America’s Uninsured: Why the ‘Option’ isn’t ‘Optional’ in Catholic
Social Thought
Reverend Gerald S. Twomey, St. John’s University

125 “Poor” Coverage: The Preferential Option for the Poor and Access to
Health Care
Susan J. Stabile, University of St. Thomas School of Law



In the Context of Immigration

161 When Borders Cross People: Whose [Who’s] Poor, or
The Spirit of Immigration
Emily Albrink Hartigan, St. Mary’s University School of Law

175 “In All Things Love”: Immigration, Policy-Making, and the
Development of Preferential Options for the Poor
Michele R. Pistone, Villanova University School of Law
and John J. Hoeffner

In the Context of Intellectual Property

193 Intellectual Property and the Preferential Option for the Poor
Thomas C. Berg, University of St. Thomas School of Law

ISSN 1548-0712

Copyright © 2008. Villanova University. All Rights Reserved.

Permission to copy, reprint, republish, or otherwise distribute content of the
Journal of Catholic Social Thought should be directed to the Managing Editor,
202 Vasey Hall, Villanova University, Villanova, PA 19085.

JOURNAL OF CATHOLIC SOCIAL THOUGHT – 5:1


