 (
Services Provided:
 
Sit down meal
: Restaurant style soup kitchen, feeding between 200 and 400 guests every evening in Kensington. 
Inn
: 
M
onthly food baskets for families and homebound seniors, phone, food pantry, mail services, phone usage
Also
:
St
. Benedict’s Thrift Store,
Thea
 Bowman Women’s Center
,
St. Francis Urban Center
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“We serve our guests with dignity and help rebuild one life at a time.”
“We are a Franciscan, Eucharistic community called to minister with the poor and homeless of Philadelphia. Formed in the spirit of the Gospel and inspired by the life and compassion of Francis and Clare of Assisi, we try to meet the immediate daily needs of the people we serve with food, clothing and hospitality.
Furthermore, we empower persons to break the cycle of homelessness and poverty and address structural injustices. We seek to build relationships with those that we serve by respecting their human dignity and by helping them to restore hope in their lives, and by living simply among them.” 
)
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Role of Villanova Volunteers
Volunteer jobs vary from serving the meal, clearing the tables, setting the tables, working outside in the yard with the bread donations, organizing desserts, and more. The volunteers are encouraged to make conversation with the guests, as well, which allows volunteers to foster long-term relationships with the guests. It is an incredible time that volunteers must experience for themselves! 
)
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For more information, please visit
http://www.stfrancisinn.org/ministries/inn.html
)
 (
Transformation – 
Because we are understand our time with each of our COV partners as a relationship, we are going to leave the experience having learned something new about ourselves, and how we fit into our community. We want to go into service recognizing a need to change ourselves, and we want to come away being able to acknowledge what we and reflect upon how these fit into our daily lives at Villanova.  
How can everything we learn about our community beyond Villanova’s campus be part of our lives at Villanova? How can we make space for transformation? 
) (
Humility – 
We have been invited into the lives of the individuals at the COV site, and this invitation for service is a privilege. During our time at the COV site, we will be placed in a position of privilege because we are given insight into the lives of individuals at some of their most vulnerable times. We can’t take for granted the pieces of 
themselves
 that they share with us. Furthermore, we are not going out of our way to 
give
 anything, because we work with each of our COV partners to simply provide services which the members of the community should have had all along. 
When interacting with other individuals at the COV site, ask yourself – what is the 
right
 relationship for me to have with this person?
 
) (
Partnership
 – As a Villanova Community, we have been invited to work with each of our COV partners to provide individuals with some basic needs. The key is that we are working with the sites; we are not working for the sites, and we are not providing the sites with gifts. We emphasize this concept of partnership so that we might better understand that we are all on the same level, we have a mutual respect for each other, and we are working for the same alleviation of poverty. 
Notice how Villanova interacts with our COV partner. How can we make this interaction more cohesive? 
) (
Charity to Solidarity
 – Each COV site interacts with the community through acts of charity, acts which address specific and immediate needs. This can take the form of very concrete actions, such as serving a meal or helping with homework, or charity can be more abstract, like lending a listening ear and being a friend. While acts of charity are invaluable, it is important to recognize that they are not the entire picture because there is another, equally important facet to service: working for justice. Acts of justice usually takes place on the level of advocacy and education. Because COV is a charity based organization, it is important to become fully engaged with these acts by striving for solidarity with each of our partners. 
What is your purpose in going to COV today?  What does it mean to be fully present? 
) (
C.O.V.
) (
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)
image1.png
II St. Francis Inn
11Fi \—— Ministries
1 ’.'T
1




