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SPOTLIGHT ON LEADERSHIP: MR. JOSEPH CLANCY '78 
On Wednesday, February 11, 2015, 
Villanova University welcomed  
Mr. Joseph Clancy, Acting Director  
of the U.S. Secret Service, back to 
campus to deliver the Spotlight on 
Leadership lecture. Clancy is a 1978 
graduate of the Villanova University 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
A 27-year veteran of the Secret Service, 
Joseph Clancy was appointed Special 
Agent in Charge of the Presidential 
Protective Division in 2009. He was 
designated Acting Director of the 
United States Secret Service last 
October.

The Spotlight on Leadership lecture, 
now in its fifth year, showcases an 
individual who embodies exemplary 
leadership. According to Ralph 
Gigliotti, Assistant Director of 
Student Development for Leadership 
Programs,“At Villanova, we encourage 
our students to pursue leadership 
opportunities for the good of those 
whom they lead. Mr. Clancy serves as 

an outstanding role model for many 
Villanova students. In particular,  
Mr. Clancy has a proven record of 
leadership in the Secret Service;  
an organization that calls for an 
unwavering and selfless commitment 
to others.”

Over 700 members of the Villanova 
community attended the program on 
February 11. Clancy described his time 
as a student at Villanova and his 
professional journey through the 
Secret Service. He commented on a 
number of challenges in leading the 
Secret Service and offered members of 
the audience specific strategies for 
effective leadership in their own lives. 
According to Gigliotti, “His insights on 
leadership resonated strongly with the 
sold-out audience of students, faculty, 
and staff and we are so glad that he was 
able to share his story with us.”

PAST SPOTLIGHT ON  
LEADERSHIP SPEAKERS 

2011
Bob Woodward 
Associate Editor of  
The Washington Post

2012
Somaly Mam 
Cambodian Human Rights 
Activist & CNN Hero

2013
The Honorable  
Cory Booker 
Mayor of Newark, NJ

2014 Hawa Abdallah
Darfuri Activist



If you have any questions, please contact us at parents@villanova.edu.

SPRINGHIGHLIGHTS 

HEALTHY HIDDEN TREASuRES
A Parent’s Glance at New Efforts at Villanova to Reduce Alcohol Abuse

We are all proud of our students—they 
perform well inside the classroom, on the 
field, and in the numerous ways in which 
they serve every semester. However, our 
students are not unlike other college 
students around the country when it comes 
to alcohol. Our students are faced with the 
same decisions about whether or not to 
drink, how much they drink, and how to 
help a friend who might be drinking too 
much. At Villanova, we are always looking 
for new and innovative ways to promote 
healthy, responsible behaviors. Here is a 
quick glance at just a few of the hidden 
treasures Villanova makes available to our 
students to promote caritas throughout our 
campus community.

•  Customized Villanova BAC app to 
help students better track their alcohol 
consumption and link directly to 
Villanova resources and activities

•  Student Health 101 e-magazine 
delivered monthly to their inbox  
and texted to their phone

•  Twenty-first birthday e-card that 
rewards students for planning a safe 
celebration with a free dinner at a  
local restaurant

•  New formal medical assistance  
policy allowing students to bypass  
the disciplinary process if they have 
been drinking underage but have  
called for help for a friend with an 
alcohol emergency

•  Substance-free housing for  
sophomores and upperclassmen living  
in the apartments for students who  
want to live with other sober,  
like-minded students

•    A New Student Orientation Video  
that let all new students know what 
it means to be a Villanovan related to 
issues of alcohol and sexual violence,  
as told by current students, staff  
and faculty

•  BASICS (Brief Alcohol Screening and 
Intervention for College Students) 
a non-punitive, referral program 
for students whose alcohol use is 
concerning to their peers, coaches, 
advisors or any member of the 
Villanova community 

•  New Community Standards position in 
Health Promotion that allows students 
with low-level alcohol violations to 
bypass the disciplinary system by 
meeting with a staff  member to discuss 
how their alcohol use impacts their 
academic and personal goals

Our students are part of the Villanova 
community, not only when it benefits them, 
but in the moments that matter. As a parent, 
you can encourage your son or daughter 
to utilize these resources and make good 
decisions for a healthy lifestyle. We want 
to be sure that we equip them with the 
resources and support to respond with care…
that’s what it means to be a Villanovan.

STUDENT  
HEALTH 101

Read alongside your 
student and stay on 
top of hot health and 
wellness discussions 
on campus by visiting 
Student Health 101 for 
Parents each month: 
http://readsh101.com/
villanova-pp.html

Want to receive each 
month’s Student  
Health 101 by text?  
Text VILLANOVA to 
40691.



The Housing Selection Process can sometimes be stressful for our students at any stage of their 
Villanova career. Our Residence Life Department works hard to make the process a manageable 
one for our students and their parents. Here are some tips for understanding the process and 
what your son or daughter may be going through as they consider their options for next year. 

For more information for Villanova parents, visit our website at 
www.parents.villanova.edu. 

HOUSINGSELECTION

The Housing Selection Process for current 
FRESHMEN begins in March. Most of 
these students select housing in single or 
double rooms throughout campus. Since 
the demand for residence in certain halls 
often exceeds the capacity of those halls, 
it is important that students think about 
other housing options beyond their first 
or second choices and discuss alternate 
housing options with potential roommates. 
While students may believe that where 
they live is of utmost importance, we also 
encourage them to choose a roommate to 
fit their lifestyle and give them best possible 
residential experience.

In March, current FRESHMEN will:

1)  Complete the housing application 
and contract online. Students will 
also be able to identify a preferred 
roommate(s).

2)  Receive a computer-generated 
random housing selection time. 

3)  Choose their housing assignment 
and identify a preferred 
roommate(s) online at their 
designated housing selection time. 

The Housing Selection Process for current 
SOPHOMORES (and current JUNIORS who 
were guaranteed a fourth year of housing at 
the time of admission by scholarship) began in 
January. Most of these students have selected 

housing in the West Campus Apartments  
or St. Mary’s Hall. For those selecting an 
apartment, the added space and bathroom 
are welcome additions, but also come with the 
challenge to keep organized and clean!

Most of our SENIORS live off-campus and the 
current JUNIORS have likely already secured 
their location for the fall. Student Life is 
helpful in facilitating the process if students 
have concerns about their lease or need 
direction to secure approved housing.

Although our current SENIORS won’t be 
living on campus next year, we haven’t 
forgotten about our soon-to-be graduates! 
The VU Seniors Committee hosts programs 
through the spring semester about 
successfully taking the next step. One of the 
more popular programs is a session with a 
real estate agent from New York who comes 
to talk with our students about what to 
expect from the real-life housing market in 
a big city including prices, fees, utilities and 
transportation options. 

HOuSING INfORMATION
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COMMENCEMENT WEEKEND 2015!
We hope that you can join us in celebrating 
the many accomplishments of our graduat-
ing class during Commencement weekend!  
On Friday May 15 at 4 p.m., the University 
Commencement Ceremony will take 
place in the Villanova Stadium and the 
Presidents Reception will immediately  
follow in the Connelly Center. The 
individual school recognition ceremonies, 
diploma distribution and Baccalaureate 
Mass will be held on Saturday May 16. 

Villanova University offers a complimentary 
text messaging system for Commencement 
2015 updates. The system will provide 
guests with text messages regarding parking 
and traffic, as well as notification should 
any Commencement events be moved  
or canceled due to weather or an unex-
pected circumstance. 

To register for the commencement text 
message system and for a full schedule  
of events, please visit our website at  
www.villanova.edu/commencement.

Parents are a key part of the success of 
For the Greater Great®: The Villanova 
Campaign to Ignite Change, and your 
gifts are making an incredible impact! 
Of all those who have supported the 
campaign so far, 20% are parents, 
totaling an impressive $39 million.  
The impact of parent giving can be  
seen across campus—from helping to 
build the new Higgins Soccer Complex 
on West Campus, to supporting the new 

Department of Communication studio 
and multimedia classrooms, to creating 
scholarship funds. 

The Villanova Parents Program asked 
a few parents to share their stories and 
explain why they give. You can watch 
the videos at www.forthegreatergreat.com 
/whyigive. 

To learn about ways to get involved 
at Villanova, visit www.villanova.edu/
parentsprogram.

Future Commencement Dates: 
May 13–14, 2016

May 19–20, 2017

WATCH THIS: Parents Tell Why They Give


