
 

Student Alcohol Use & Academic Climate: Key Observations 

Our students are very focused on their academics. They want to do well. We know that our students will forego 

alcohol use in favor of studying for an exam or writing a paper that is due the following class day. In the recent 

Villanova Faculty/Staff/Coach Survey (2013), Villanova students assigned relatively restrictive attitudes regarding 

student alcohol use to faculty (and staff). The chart below further illustrates how Villanova students perceive 

faculty attitudes toward alcohol use compared with actual reported faculty attitudes – the discrepancy is clear. 

Attitude Student Perceptions about Faculty 
Attitudes Toward Alcohol Use 

Reported Faculty Attitudes Toward 
Student Alcohol Use 

Responsible drinking is okay, but a 
student should never get drunk 

 
40% 

 
68% 

Occasionally getting drunk is okay 
as long as it does not interfere with 
academics or other responsibilities 

 
39% 

 
23% 

 

While high-risk drinking does not always translate to poor academic performance (e.g., lower GPA), it IS linked to 

academic atrophy or lost academic potential. High-risk drinking frequency (defined as more than 5 drinks for a man 

and 4 drinks for a woman) is also mediated by the quality and frequency of faculty-student interaction
1
. 

 

Recent trends also demonstrate that students are continually lowering the bar, spending fewer and fewer hours 

studying and, in some cases, spending more time drinking than studying
2
.

 

1Pascarella ET, et al. (2007). College student binge drinking and academic achievement: A longitudinal replication and extension. Journal of College Student Development, 48(6), 715-727.; 

Porter SR & Pryor J. (2007). The effects of heavy episodic alcohol use on student engagement, academic performance, and time use. Journal of College Student Development, 48(4), 455-467; 

Wolaver A. (2002). Effect of heavy drinking in college on student effort, grade point average, and major choice. Contemporary Economic Policy, 20(4), 415-428 

.2 Babcock P. (2009). Real costs of nominal grade inflation? New evidence from student course evaluations. (Abstract). University of California, Santa Barbara. (March 2009).  



 

Villanova’s Alcohol Policy 

Villanova complies with federal and commonwealth law which allows students to drink at age 21. We do not turn a 
blind eye to illegal use of alcohol, but we do consider illegal and irresponsible alcohol use differently. The 
following key areas further delineate our approach and policies pertaining to student alcohol use at Villanova: 
 

 Villanova’s policies apply to student behavior on and off the campus. 
 

 Villanova is not a dry campus – students who are of legal age can possess and consume moderate 
amounts of alcohol. 

 
 Villanova addresses alcohol violations through education, counseling and disciplinary measures. 

 
 Cases involving hospitalization due to alcohol intoxication will be shared with the respective academic 

college. Students will also meet with the Associate Dean in their respective College to discuss the impact 
of their irresponsible alcohol use on academics. 

 
 Faculty may contact the Dean of Students with concerns, as FERPA allows this communication for 

legitimate educational purposes.  
 

Partner With Us: Faculty Play a Key Role in Prevention 

As key partners in sustaining a Villanova community that supports students who choose not to drink and advocates for 

responsible alcohol use, faculty can participate on a continuum of involvement. 
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Informed Partner 

Avoid using language and behaviors that signal acceptance of  
high-risk alcohol use (e.g., . . . ) 

Enforce academic standards and avoid scheduling classes and 
assignments to accommodate partying behavior 

Become familiar with campus policies and available resources around 
alcohol 

Incorporate information about alcohol-free student groups that 
routinely offer social networking opportunities and/or safe spaces for 
students in recovery 

Supporter of the Cause 

Encourage at-risk students to seek out appropriate 
resources 

Speak with students to express awareness of problem 
behaviors and concern 

Invite a Health  
Promotion staff  
member to deliver relevant  
information related to alcohol to 

your students, as appropriate given 

your course content. 

Committed  Partner 

Develop specific courses or lessons 
to educate students about the risks 
of alcohol abuse 

Conduct joint research and 
assessment initiatives with Office of 
Health Promotion 

Serve as an advocate for alcohol 
abuse prevention and health 
promotion  

Participate in on-campus 
opportunities/initiatives pertaining 
to alcohol abuse prevention and 
promotion of a healthy campus 
community 
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