
2017 TEACHING AND LEARNING STRATEGIES PROGRAM AT VILLANOVA: DETAILED AGENDA 
Wednesday, May 11 – Bartley Hall 
Co-sponsors: VITAL and UNIT-CIT 

9:15-9:45am – Continental Breakfast - outside Bartley 1001-1010  

10:00-10:45am  Track 1 Concurrent Sessions  
 
[1A] Test Development and Multiple-Choice Item Writing: Insights and Advice - Bartley 1001  
Interactive Session, VITAL Minigrant 
Goals: 1. Identify at least 2 key issues in test development and multiple-choice item writing; 2. Describe a 
successful process for test development and multiple-choice item writing. 
 
The facilitators will discuss the science of test development and multiple-choice (MC) item writing with the 
goal of building a course item bank. Specific examples will illustrate key issues in test development and 
multiple-choice item writing. Faculty will be able to apply the process for MC test development to their 
respective disciplines.   
Carol Weingarten, Susan Meyers, and Linda Maldonado, College of Nursing 

[1B] Academic Speed-Dating: Walk Away with Five Immediately Applicable Ways to Invigorate Your 
Teaching – Bartley 1010  
 Goals: 1. Experience “new” instructional methods; 2. Consider their application to your discipline. 
Interactive Session 
 
Join Villanova faculty, who participated in a regional teaching conference, for a fun “speed-date” to experience 
and discuss five immediately applicable instructional methods for active student learning. 
Paul Camacho, Augustine Culture Seminar Program; Tomas HidalgoNava, Romance Languages & Literatures; 
Tracy Oliver, College of Nursing; Gay Strickler, Sociology; and Gabriele Bauer, VITAL 

[1C] CORE LAB: Communication Online Research Education Lab – Bartley 1047 
 Interactive Session, VITAL Minigrant 
Goals: 1. Develop audiovisual materials for flipped classroom use; 2. Develop constant resources for difficult 
topics to cover in class or for students with different levels of knowledge. 

Some topics in research methods courses are important but difficult to engage students, such as, APA style, 
library research. We developed concise and dynamic videos for instructors to use for flipped classroom or 
"sticky" resources in support of students’ ability to conduct research. 
Qi Wang, Emory Woodard, and Jie Xu, Communication   

[1D] A Framework for Structuring Meaningful Discussions in Blended Class Formats – Bartley 2045 
Interactive Session 
Goals: 1. Identify elements of class discussion so they can take place in different times and spaces; 2. Consider 
the appropriate sequencing of the elements for the course context; 3. Plan ways to incorporate various 
discussion elements that work together to achieve impactful learning experiences for the students. 
 
The session focuses on how to structure class discussions along a continuum of completely asynchronous to 
completely synchronous blended course designs. 
Stefan Perun, Public Administration and Faculty Fellow for eLearning Pedagogy, VITAL 

http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/provost/vital/programs/teachingonline/facmentor.html
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[1E] Sustaining Sustainability in the Classroom in an Uncertain Climate – Bartley 2046  
Interactive Session 
Goals: 1. Describe specific and tested techniques for implementing sustainability; 2. Engage in meaningful, 
interdisciplinary discourse about how to help one another incorporate sustainability ideas and support one 
another's work. 

Sustainability is a concept that transcends disciplines and affects every living thing. It can be difficult to 
incorporate teaching about sustainability into a course where the curriculum is largely pre-determined or 
seemingly irrelevant. Specific techniques, ideas and methods can be useful to implementing sustainability into 
learning goals of a course and raising awareness of the issues that affect all of us while allowing students to 
draw their own conclusions. 
Marta Guron, Chemistry 

11:00-11:45am  Track 2 Concurrent Sessions   

[2A] How Supporting Faculty Writing Can Improve Student Learning – Bartley 1001 
Interactive Session 
Goals: 1. Provide overview of the new faculty writing assistance that the Writing Center offers; 2. Explore the 
connection between supporting faculty scholarly writing and student learning. 

The Writing Center offers faculty writing assistance. This support can increase empathy in faculty toward their 
students and lead to improved guidance of students in the habits of reading, writing and learning. 
Emily Carson, Villanova Writing Center 

[2B] Concussions on Campus – Bartley 1010  
Panel Discussion 
Goals: 1. Outline the process employed on campus involving Athletics, the Health Center, ODS, and LSS in 
addressing the complications brought on by a concussion; 2. Discuss typical recovery periods and practical 
accommodations. 
 
We have all witnessed an increase in concussions among our students, both athletes and non-athletes. Why 
such an increase? How is a student assessed for returning to their sport and returning to academics? 
Nancy Mott, Lynn Burke, and Nicole Subik, Learning Support Services (LSS); Jennifer Brophy, Office of Academic 
Support for Athletics; Mike Duncan, Athletics Physician; Greg Hannah, Steve McWilliams, Office of Disability 
Services (ODS) 

[2C] 4 Technologies in 45 Minutes - Bartley 1047 
Interactive Session 
Goals: 1. Describe the instructional use of various technologies in support of students' learning; 2. Discuss 
examples and applications to instructional contexts. 
 
Faculty share their instructional use of technologies, such as YellowDig, TurningPoint, Zoom, and MediaSite 
and invite colleagues' examples and applications. 
Valentina DeNardis, Humanities; Teri Ravenell, Villanova School of Law; Georg Theiner, Philosophy; and Emory 
Woodard, Communication 
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[2D] ACS Workshop on Augustine's Confessions - Bartley 2045 
Interactive Session, VITAL Minigrant 
Goals: 1. Share success and limitations of the workshop; 2. Gain insight into the use of the Augustine app. 
 
The presenter will discuss goals, expectations, and results of the workshop on Augustine's Confessions offered 
to ACS faculty in the Summer of 2016, and its impact on faculty's teaching approaches and students' learning. 
Rachel Baard, Augustine Culture Seminar Program   

[2E] Hearing from Our Students: First Generation College Students Speak Up - Bartley 2046 
Interactive Session  
Goals: 1. Learn ways to advance the academic, career, and social success of first-generation college students; 
2. Model techniques for inclusive classroom practices specific to first generation students who may also 
possess other underrepresented identities (e.g., live in poverty; are persons of color); 3. Consider ways to 
intervene in subtle and overt experiences of marginalization present in the classroom for first-generation 
students. 

First-generation college students frequently go unrecognized on our campus; yet they often need specific 
considerations and supports to achieve success both socially and academically. Come hear from the voices of 
first-gen college students at Villanova, gathered in the presenters’ recent research study. Learn how we can 
support in our roles as instructors, mentors, advisors, and/or liaison to other campus resources so that the 
students reach graduation feeling supported and included in the college experience.  
Krista Malott and Stacey Havlik, Education & Counseling  

11:45am-12:15pm.  Lunch – pick up your lunch outside Bartley 1001-1010 

12:30-1:15pm. Faculty Forum: Our Students and Their Academic Experiences – Bartley 1011 

Considering student survey data collected by OPIR, we will discuss the academic expectations and actual 
experiences of our entering and graduating students, align with our instructional experiences, and deliberate 
implications for future teaching interactions. 
Randy Weinstein, Associate Vice Provost for Teaching and Learning; Jim Trainer, Associate Vice President and 
Executive Director, Office of Planning & Institutional Research (OPIR) 

1:30-2:15pm  Track 3 Concurrent Sessions  

[3A] Emotionally and Psychologically Distressed Students: How Might Faculty Respond? - Bartley 1001 
Interactive Session 
Goals: 1. Learn appropriate interventions in responding to emotionally or psychologically distressed students; 
2. Consider how to connect these students with appropriate resources. 
 
Increasing numbers of psychologically distressed students are now attending universities. Faculty are on the 
front lines for two reasons. First, students in significant distress often reach out to a trusted faculty member. 
Second, academic performance is often impacted, such that faculty may become concerned about a student 
who has not confided that there is an emotional difficulty. How might faculty respond? The session will 
provide interventions that the caring faculty member may employ to respond to the student in distress. 
Joan Whitney, University Counseling Center 
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[3B] Entrepreneurially Minded Learning (EML) in the College of Engineering – Bartley 1010 
Panel Discussion 
Goals: 1. Learn principles of an entrepreneurial mindset; 2. Explore best practices for innovating curriculum 
and co-curricular activities to support EML. 
 
Panelists from the College of Engineering will discuss how they have implemented EML into courses and co-
curricular activities. They will invite participants to consider how EML might apply to their disciplinary work.   
Joseph Yost, Civil & Environmental Engineering; David Jamison, Mechanical Engineering; Nisha Kondrath, 
Electrical & Computer Engineering; Ed Dougherty and Amanda Kelly, Engineering Entrepreneurship 

[3C] Case-Based Exploration of Legal Issues and Policies Pertaining to Faculty's Instructional Roles -  
Bartley 1047 
Note. This session will occur from 1:30-3:15pm 
Goals: 1. Discuss campus-based cases pertaining to legal issues and polices in higher education; 2. Offer ways 
to approach these issues productively within the legal context. 

By working with campus-based cases, faculty will discuss the implications of compliance with policies, such as 
Title IX, academic freedom, research, classroom management, academic integrity, FERPA, ADA, sexual 
harassment, NCAA rules, and health and safety. 
Peter Baran, Director of Athletics Compliance; Leyda Benitez, University Compliance Officer, University 
Compliance Office; Alice Lenthe, Director, Environmental Health and Safety; Ryan Rost, Title IX Coordinator; 
Susan Stearsman, Director, Office of Research Administration; Michael Zubey, Associate General Counsel 

[3D] Hacking Augustine: Teaching the Confessions in a Digital Age – Bartley 2045 
Interactive Session, VITAL Minigrant 
Goals: 1. Become aware of this unique Villanova pedagogical resource; 2. Model how to use technology in the 
classroom. 
 
This session will promote strategies to enhance student learning through the use of both the app book version 
of St. Augustine's Confessions and its companion website featuring pedagogical materials. 
Noel Dolan, Paul Camacho, and Ian Clausen, Augustine Culture Seminar Program  

[3E] Help! I am Sick, What Do I Do? – Bartley 2046 
Interactive Session, VITAL Minigrant  
Goals: 1. Discuss the components and educational benefits of a simulated on-call experience for advanced 
practice nursing students; 2. Consider the process of integrating simulations into courses. 

The facilitators will outline educational features of the on-call assignment for Nursing Practitioner students, 
including the process for receiving fictitious patient calls, documentation and evaluation. Participants will 
consider ways to integrate simulations into their courses. 
Kelly Nestor and Michelle Kelly, College of Nursing  
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2:30-3:15pm  Track 4 Roundtable Discussions with Small Groups of Faculty (8-10 participants per roundtable) 

[4A] Digital Humanities - Bartley 2072 
Roundtable Discussion 
Goals: 1. Raise awareness about digital humanities pedagogy on campus; 2. Foster a discussion of future 
directions for expertise sharing and collaboration. 

Digital Humanities techniques are increasingly popular as catalysts for student engagement. Incorporating 
digital projects into coursework not only provides students with hands-on exposure to software and web 
applications, and thus with timely forms of media and data literacy; it also deepens their engagement with the 
texts and topics at the core of a liberal arts education. How does one get started employing digital humanities 
in the classroom? What projects have your colleagues already undertaken? What’s worked and what hasn’t? 
What future possibilities can we identify, to the benefit of our students?  
Laura Bang, Nik Fogle, and Darren Polley, Falvey Memorial Library 
 

[4B] Enhancing Student Learning through the Intersections of Art History and Science - Bartley 2072 
Roundtable Discussion 
Goals: 1. Explore what can be gained from hands-on experiences with materials and the first-hand viewing of 
art, and how hands-on work with materials and art objects help us better understand the historical contexts of 
their procurement, production, consumption, and artistic use and display; 2. Investigate the ways that both Art 
History and Science share an essential emphasis on close examination of hypotheses to arrive at a more full 
understanding of the objects of their analysis, and to think critically about concepts students take for granted 
about Renaissance art history, for instance the concept of ‘genius’. 

In a team-instructed course we explored the intersections between art and science, focusing on the Italian 
Renaissance and the period’s reverberations today. With scientific and historical rigor, and a sense of 
adventure, we investigated materiality, artistic practice, and technology in the creating, viewing, and 
understanding of art. Our course was guided by pedagogies of “Making, Knowing, and Seeing” – students 
worked with non-toxic minerals, stones, insects, and metals to recreate various Renaissance pigments, dyes, 
cosmetics, mordants, and even adornments. We visited the Philadelphia Museum of Art, toured their 
conservation labs, and studied Villanova’s enormous Baroque canvas The Triumph of David (traditionally 
attributed to Pietro da Cortona).  
Anthony Lagalante, Chemistry and Timothy McCall, Art History 

[4C] Improving Accuracy in Student Writing in Foreign Languages - Bartley 2073 
Roundtable Discussion 
Goals: 1. Gain alternative or additional strategies for marking student errors; 2. Exchange effective practices 
with colleagues. This roundtable is designed for foreign language instructors who want to improve the 
accuracy of student writing. How does second language acquisition research inform how we respond to 
student errors? How can we develop our students' ability to edit their own work? 
Kristen Turpin, Romance Languages & Literatures 

  



Page 6 of 7 
 
[4D] Guest Speakers: Friend or Foe? – Bartley 2073 
Roundtable Discussion 
Goals: 1. Explore ways to purposefully integrate the guest into the course curriculum and asses the students’ 
learning gains; 2. Reflect on engagement of guests and consider ways to enrich this learning experience. 

We invite guest speakers to offer students different perspectives, or connect them with professionals in the 
field. How do we ensure that guests enrich the curriculum? How do we prepare both guests and students?  
We will consider benefits and flaws of inviting guests into our courses, share strategies for helping guests 
succeed and engaging students meaningfully.   
Gabriele Bauer, VITAL 

[4E] Using Program Meeting Time to Strengthen Teaching and Learning - Bartley 2073 
Roundtable Discussion, VITAL Minigrant 
Goals: 1. Use protocols to shift the culture and focus of program meetings from administrative tasks to deep 
collective engagement in learner-centered problems; 2. Leverage the collective pedagogical expertise of your 
colleagues to enhance your own effectiveness as a teacher in a sustained and systematic way. 
 
In this discussion, participants will use and reflect on a protocol, commonly used in K-12 schools to improve 
teaching practice and student learning outcomes and build a strong collaborative culture. 
Jerusha Conner, Education & Counseling 

[4F] “Take 2:" Lessons Learned When Good Assignment Intentions Go Awry – Bartley 2074 
Roundtable Discussion  
Goals: 1. Recognize, reflect and revise a course assignment that did not meet a learning goal or was overly 
cumbersome; 2. Utilize student feedback to make future curriculum enhancements. 
 
"Well, it seemed like a good idea at the time!" Despite careful planning, sometimes course assignments veer 
into another direction. We will talk about lessons learned and rallying for future improvement.  
Seth Fishman, Education & Counseling 

[4G] 5 Simple Strategies to Keep Millennial Learners Engaged in the Classroom - Bartley 2074 
Roundtable Discussion 
Goals: 1. Explore why Millennial Learners might be different from generations of previous learners; 2. Discuss 
strategies to engage Millennial Learners using the 5Rs framework and how we might gauge success. 
 
Have you ever noted a gap between students’ expectation for success and the effort they put forth in the 
classroom? Why might millennial learners be different? We will discuss and share how we might apply the 5Rs 
(Research-based methods, Relevance, Rationale, Relaxed, Rapport) approach to engage millennial learners. 
Sunny Hallowell, College of Nursing 

[4H] Teaching Engineering for International Development – Bartley 2074 
Roundtable Discussion 
Goals: 1. Create a network of faculty with an interest in International Development; 2. Identify essential skills 
needed to be successful in an international context. 
 
Globalization increases the need for technical professionals with the skills to address global challenges to meet 
the needs of people in developing countries such as poverty alleviation and environmental issues. Join us to 
discuss how to support international development. 
Justinus Satrio, Chemical Engineering and Jordan Ermilio, Engineering Services 
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3:15-4:00pm   Reception, Posters, Academic Resources – Bartley, Nydick Family Commons 

Simulation as an Active Learning Strategy in Oncology Symptom Management  
Poster, VITAL Minigrant 

Participants will be able to discuss the development and evaluation of standardized patient simulations in 
oncology symptom management. 
Sherry Burrelll and Jennifer Ross, College of Nursing 

Academic Service Units Represented: 
 
Athletics Compliance – Peter Baran 
Center for Access, Success, and Achievement (CASA) – Linda Coleman 
Learning Support Services – Nancy Mott and Nicole Subik 
Mathematics Learning Resource Center – Melissa Ferreira 
Office of Academic Support for Athletics – Jennifer Brophy and Marissa Paffas 
Office of Education Abroad – Elizabeth Campanella 
Villanova Writing Center – Elizabeth Mathews 
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