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MyVILLANOVAStory

How was your first year at Princeton?
It was a fun experience. I had one perspective on basketball 
from playing my whole life, and coaching provides a 
different perspective of leadership and teaching that has 
a huge impact on team performance. Once I learned 
Princeton’s system and culture, I knew I could add value 
to how the guys approach the game and think about 
themselves. I learned different things about myself too.

Will you continue coaching?
Yes, though what works for me is being present in the 
moment and not worrying about the future. I often tell 
the story of when I came to Villanova. I knew I would be 
competing in basketball at the highest level, but my goal 
was not to play in the NBA. It was to make the most of my 
time at school and graduate in four years. Coaching is no 
different. I am immersing myself in the day to day, and if I 
become good at that, the future will take care of itself.

What does a love of learning mean to you? 
I was enthused about learning as a kid and never stopped. 
I think when you graduate from college the learning 
continues, which is why I came back to Villanova for my 
MBA. I knew when I finished playing I would have an 
interest in business, so it was a chance to learn about  
myself in a different way. There are many opportunities  
for a person to grow, whether it be academia, traveling  
the world or just talking to people. All of it makes you a 
well-rounded person.

How else did Villanova prepare you to succeed?
Villanova is unique because the culture has always  
been that you are a student first and an athlete second.  
I focused on my studies because I was trying to get the 
most out of the experience. That carries over to Princeton.  
I draw from experience to lead the guys in managing  
their time between school and basketball so they can 
accomplish their goals.

Why did you join the Board of Trustees?
Father Peter and I have been close since I was an 
undergraduate, and when this opportunity arose, it was a 
no-brainer because of my love for the school and what it has 
done for me. It is fun to see how we are positioning ourselves 
as a university under Father Peter’s leadership. There is a lot 
of discussion in our country about higher education, and I 
am interested in the value Villanova offers. It is an exciting 
time to be an alum. We have a great basketball program, our 
campus is changing and we are attracting elite kids. I look at 
some of their applications and am truly amazed. 

Kerry Kittles lives in northern New Jersey with 
his wife and their five children. He is a member 
of Villanova’s Board of Trustees and President’s 

Advisory Council, and is entering his second year 
on Princeton’s men’s basketball coaching staff.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS ON THE COURT

Villanova’s all-time leader in points and steals


Two-time All-American and  
1995 Big East Player of the Year



Eighth overall pick in 1996 NBA draft


Nine-year NBA career with New  
Jersey Nets and Los Angeles Clippers



2011 Philadelphia Big 5 Hall of Fame inductee

SNAPSHOT 

KERRY 
KITTLES

Villanova Basketball legend Kerry Kittles ’96 VSB, ’09 MBA retired from the NBA 
12 years ago, but his pace has never slowed. Now an assistant coach for Princeton 
University men’s basketball and a member of Villanova’s Board of Trustees, he talks to 
Villanova Magazine about how he challenges himself to learn and grow.  

LEARN ABOUT THE IMPACT AT
forthegreatergreat.com

CAMPAIGN TOTAL
$680 MILLION

FOR THE GREATER GREAT:  
THE VILLANOVA CAMPAIGN TO IGNITE CHANGE

$1,764,031
RAISED IN GIFTS OF

$250 OR LESS
IN FISCAL YEAR 2017

The numbers depicted reflect totals as of 10/1/17.

 28%
UNDERGRADUATE

ALUMNI PARTICIPATION  
IN FISCAL YEAR 2017

A NEW RECORD!

274
ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIPS 

ESTABLISHED DURING THE CAMPAIGN,
MORE THAN DOUBLING

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR STUDENTS

49%
OF CAMPAIGN 

SUPPORTERS ARE 
FIRST-TIME DONORS

758
GIFTS OF

$100,000
OR MORE

OUR MOMENTUM CONTINUES

Villanova in Florida
Villanova will fly south for a tour of Florida this winter, including special events for 

alumni, parents and friends with President the Rev. Peter M. Donohue, OSA, 
academic and athletic leaders and more.

SAVE THE DATE: FEBRUARY 5–11, 2018




