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International Organizations in Global Politics—A Geneva Perspective
Course objectives

· To explore the link between nation-states and warfare in relation to the development of international and supranational organizations in the 20th century.

· To provide an understanding of how political and economic institutions behave in international society – paying special attention to organizations in Geneva – and to locate this understanding in the context of current debates about globalization.

Course overview

The course begins with an overview of the European states system and its replacement with a world dominated by two superpowers, the USA and USSR. A central theme which emerges is the link between nation-states and warfare. This theme is then explored in relation to the development of international and supranational organizations during the twentieth century. Special attention is given to Geneva-based institutions in preparation for the internship phase of the program. Two guided study trips are an integral part of the course. Students will also be introduced to the recent debates concerning the intensification and expansion of political and economic inter-relations. The instructor will also set assignments relevant to specific classes. 

Reading

Set text:

David Armstrong, Lorna Lloyd, & John Redmond, International Organization in World Politics, 3rd ed. (2004)

Additional:

Sven Bernhard Gareis & Johannes Varwick, The United Nations – An Introduction (2005)

Karen A. Mingst & Margaret P. Karns, The United Nations in the Post-Cold War Era (2002)

Alex Warleigh, European Union: The Basics (2004)

Elizabeth Bomberg & Alexander Stubb (eds.), The European Union: How does it work? (2002)

Martin Wolf, Why Globalization Works: The Case for the Global Market Economy (2005) 

Greg Buckman, Globalization: Tame it or Scrap it? (2004)

David Held & Anthony McGrew, Globalization/Anti-Globalization (2002)

Course Provider

Dr Jason Tomes

e-mail: jason.tomes@btopenworld.com

Method of Assessment

Essay, 2000 words, to be completed before final class

70%

Class presentation






10%

Contributions to class discussion




20%

Grading criteria for essays

A

This exceptional grade is assigned only to work that has persistently outstanding quality in both substance and presentation. The student must demonstrate a sustained capacity for independent thought and extensive study, producing rigorous and convincing analyses in well-ordered prose.

A-

Awarded to work that is clearly focused and analytical, and based on wide reading. The student must cover all the principal points of a question and systematically develop a persuasive overall thesis, allowing for one or two venial omissions or infelicities of expression.

B+, B, B-

This range of grades indicates levels of competence and thoroughness. The B paper is less polished than the A paper and, while most of the main points of a question will be discussed in a worthwhile way, omissions or errors will account for the lower grade. Organisation may also be uneven – a good analytical paragraph, offset by an unwieldy narrative passage, for instance. The reading will be less intelligently deployed than in an A paper: wide reading alone does not guarantee the highest grades. B grade work, therefore, will contain a fair grasp of the issues and mostly coherent argument, yet lacking flair or depth and relying rather too heavily on basic texts and class materials. The differences between a B+, a straight B and a B- will also reflect varying quantities of mistakes in spelling, punctuation and syntax.

C+, C, C-

Work in this grade range is satisfactory, but uninspiring. If the work is simply a recitation of class materials or discussions, and shows no sign of genuine intellectual engagement with the issues, it cannot deserve a higher grade. Should an essay fail to provide a clear answer to the question as set, or argue a position coherently, the grade will fall within this range.

D-F

Work that is fatally flawed in one or more ways, such as: so poorly written as to defy understanding; so insubstantial or irrelevant that it fails to address the subject; is guilty of plagiarism.

 Grade   Honour Points           Usual %
 A       

4.0                     93-100  
 A-      

3.7                     89-92   
 B+      

3.3                     85-88   
 B       

3.0                     81-84           
 B-      

2.7                     77-80
 C+      

2.3                     73-76
 C       

2.0                     69-72           
 C-      

1.7                     65-68
 D       

1.0                     60-64           
 F       

0.0                     Below 60       
Schedule of Classes

Week One

Class 1: The Age of the League of Nations 

To what extent was there a connection between warfare and the European nation-state? What were the origins of the League of Nations, the world’s first international organization charged with preserving peace and security? Why did it fail? Why did the Second World War result in the collapse of the European states system?

Class 2: The Age of the United Nations

Why was the United Nations created after the Second World War? How is it organized? What are its principal functions? How successfully has it performed them? How has the role of the UN changed since the end of the Cold War?

Class 3: Visit to the Palais des Nations (United Nations Office at Geneva)

Note: passport required.

Class 4:  The European Integrative Process and the Creation of the EEC 

What was the connection between the German question and the early movement towards European integration? Why did some European countries no longer believe in the nation-state? What is the significance of the European Economic Community in 1957 for the subsequent path of European integration?

Class 5: The European Union Today

What are the main EU institutions? How is the EU governed? What are the prospects for an EU army? What are the politics of enlargement? How does the EU interact with the rest of the world? Does the EU’s single currency make economic sense? 

Week Two

Class 6: Economic Globalization and International Organizations

What is globalization? Why has there been an increasing internationalization of trade and finance in recent years? How is this connected with international economic institutions like the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the World Trade Organization? 

Class 7: Geneva as a Base for International Organizations

How has Switzerland fitted into the European states system? Why has Geneva developed as a key hub for international organizations?

Class 8: Visit to the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Museum

Class 9: Political Globalization and Global Governance

How is globalization changing international politics? To what extent has the nation-state been supplanted by regional and global governance institutions? Are we seeing the rise of a ‘borderless world’? Is there such a thing as international society?

Class 10: Conclusions

What are the arguments for and against globalization? What roles have international organizations to play in managing the process?  
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