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VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY

ANIMAL ADOPTION AGREEMENT AND
WAIVER AND RELEASE OF CLAIMS

THIS Animal Adoption Agreement and Waiver and Release of Claims (“AGREEMENT”) is made and entered into as of _______________, 200__ by and between Villanova University, located at 800 Lancaster Avenue, Villanova, Pennsylvania 19085 (“Villanova University”) and ______________________ (“Adopting Owner” or “I” or “me” or “my”) with an address at _________________________________________________________ phone number ___________________ and e-mail address _____________________.  
Animal species: _________________________________________________
Other identifying information: ______________________________________
Villanova IACUC Protocol No. _________________________________



I wish to adopt the animal described above (the “Animal”), and, intending to be legally bound by the terms of this Agreement, I agree as follows:

1. REASON FOR ADOPTION: I wish to adopt the Animal as my pet. I will not sell the Animal (except as described below), feed it to another animal, or release it into the wild. No one has forced me in any way to adopt this Animal. It is my voluntary act. I am willing to sign this Agreement because I do not have to pay Villanova University for the Animal. Villanova University is willing to give me the Animal because of my representations and promises in this Agreement.
2. CARE OF ANIMAL: I already know how to care for this Animal. I will take care of the Animal in a good and humane manner, meaning at least the level of care generally accepted for a pet of this species. Any health conditions or abnormal conditions, known to exist at the time of the adoption, have been explained to me and I affirm that I am capable of handling all the obligations connected with the care and treatment of the Animal. I have had an opportunity to ask the campus veterinarian or course instructor any health and care related questions and, any question I have asked has been answered to my satisfaction. I will not be able to return it to Villanova University for any reason. I will not sell, release or give the Animal away unless extreme circumstances require it, and then I will make every effort to secure a satisfactory home environment.
3. ACCEPTANCE OF ANIMAL: I accept the Animal in its present condition. I have examined the Animal for myself. Despite the fact that the campus veterinarian or course instructor may have examined the Animal to see if it appears to be in good health, I am not relying on any such examination; I am relying only on my own inspection. If the Animal is not in good health, I accept that. Villanova University makes no representations or warranties of any kind concerning the Animal.
4. ASSUMPTION OF RISK: I acknowledge and accept that:

__ Owning, possessing and caring for any lab animal carries with it certain inherent risks that cannot be eliminated regardless of the care taken to avoid injuries.

__ The Animal may have been the subject of research.

__ Animal behavior is unpredictable and animals may injure people, other animals or property.

__ The Animal may carry or be infected with organisms, bacteria or protozoa, which can cause problems in humans.

__ There is no way to write a complete list of all possible risks of owning and caring for any animal, including this Animal.

__ Even though I have been informed of all this, I am willing to assume all risks of owning, possessing and caring for the Animal, including the risk of harm to me or any other individuals.

5. WAIVER AND RELEASE OF CLAIMS: By signing this document, I am waiving and releasing Villanova University from any and all claims arising from my ownership, possession and care of the Animal. I also intend this waiver and release to apply to all of the trustees, officers, employees and agents of Villanova University. I make this waiver and release also on behalf of my heirs, personal representatives, and assigns. My waiver and release is valid even if someone else will also be responsible for the Animal but does not sign a waiver and release. I understand that all types of claims are being waived and released. This may include personal injury, accidents, illnesses (including death) and property loss, and there may be other claims which are not listed but which are still intended to be waived and released. As a result of this waiver and release, I will not sue Villanova University concerning the Animal.
6. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: I have read this Agreement and fully understand its terms. If I have any questions about the effect of this Agreement, I have had an opportunity to consult with a lawyer of my choice before signing this document. I accept all legal, financial and medical responsibility for the Animal. I intend this Agreement to be binding on me.

On behalf of Villanova University:

______________________________

______________________________
Adopting Owner



            Instructor or Campus Veterinarian
______________________________

______________________________
Print Name





Print Name

______________________________

______________________________

Date






Title








______________________________
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