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Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
 
Welcome to the 51st annual Patristic, Medieval, and Renaissance Studies Conference! It has been a bit of a wild ride 
for just about every one of those 51 years, but we made it, friends, and we are sure to enjoy each other’s company as 
we delight in yet another autumn gathering.  We are once again in the extremely capable hands of Melissa Lord, our 
PMR conference coordinator. Please take a moment this weekend to thank her for all that she has done and will do to 
make our conference together a success. 
 
As I have sometimes said, an academic conference, when it works well, moves beyond the exchange of ideas and the 
credentialing ‘rite of passage.’ It fosters a kind of friendship, a community of mind and heart.  By fostering long-term 
relationships with contributors and groups, by centering the conference around a plenary theme, and by inviting all 
our participants to enter into deeper engagement with our invited plenary guests, we aim for a fellowship of study, in 
which academic rigor is not sacrificed in the name of collegiality but fostered by it.  In short, we aim for the kind of 
intellectual fellowship captured so aptly by St. Augustine: 
 

There were joys to be found in the company of friends which powerfully captivated my mind – the charms of 
talking and laughing together and kindly giving way to each other’s wishes, reading elegantly written books 
together, sharing jokes and delighting to honor one another, disagreeing occasionally but without rancor, as a 
person might disagree with himself, and lending piquancy by that rare disagreement to our much more 
frequent accord. We would teach and learn from each other, sadly missing those who were absent and 
blithely welcoming them when they returned.  Such signs of friendship sprang from the hearts of friends who 
loved and knew their love returned, signs to be read in smiles, words, glances, and a thousand gracious 
gestures. So were sparks kindled and our minds were fused inseparably, out of many becoming one. This is 
what we esteem in our friends. 

 
These words were brought to my mind many years ago on Saturday night of the PMR, and I shared them with the 
“faithful remnant” who stayed for our Sunday roundtable. I share them with you now, once again, as a kind of annual 
ritual intonation at the beginning of our gathering, as a token of gratitude for the work you have already done in 
preparation, and perhaps as a pledge of the good things that lie in store this weekend. The words seem all the more 
poignant in the tumble of our preparations this year. 
 
We are delighted this year to welcome Volker Leppin, currently the Horace Tracy Pitkin Chair in Historical Theology at 
Yale University, and Michael Hahn, the Dom Gregory Dix Lecturer in Christian Spirituality at Sarum College, as our 
plenary speakers.  Our convening theme this year, “Vita Apostolica: Poverty, Simplicity, the Common Life, and the 
Mendicant Legacy,” recognizes two significant events in our present age that hearkens back to the past. First, 
Villanova’s own Robert Prevost became the first member of the Order of Saint Augustine and the first American to be 
elected Pope, Leo XIV. Second, the Catholic Church commemorates the 800th anniversary of the transitus –the 
death—of Saint Francis of Assisi and has declared 2026 as “the year of St. Francis.” These two events call to mind the 
long legacy of the mendicant religious orders in the life of the church, and to consider the mendicant orders is to 
reflect on the forms of life that seek the depth dimension of discipleship.  And such an intensity invites strong 
comparisons to how the other Abrahamic traditions have discerned their own intensities in religious observance.  We 
have a special opportunity to reflect together this weekend. 
 
We are pleased to welcome back the Creative Fidelity community, which for several years has helped us bridge “the P, 
the M, and the R” with our perennial constructive human concerns. I also want to welcome in a special way the 
Bernard J. Lonergan Center at Seton Hall University for its second sojourn with us to explore Lonergan’s influence in 
the study of historical theology, and we rejoice in our ongoing partnership with the Boston College Colloquy on 
Historical Theology, now, I think going on 20 years together.   
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You will notice that we are pleased to include several presenters who will join us virtually this year, and we hope all 
will be patient as we navigate the technology to allow those distant to contribute, and we welcome them as sharers 
in our conversation.  
 
As always, we are grateful to Dr. Adele Lindenmeyr, the William and Julia Moulden Dean of the College of Liberal Arts 
& Sciences, Fr. Bernard Scianna, OSA, Vice President for Mission and Ministry, Dr. James Wetzel, Director of the 
Augustinian Institute, and, in a special way, my colleagues and students in the Departments of Theology & Religious 
Studies and Humanities for their continual support of these endeavors. I want especially to thank the planning 
committee, my colleagues and friends Jonathan Yates and Veronica Ogle, for their invaluable efforts and ongoing 
support for the PMR. 
 
On behalf of Villanova University and its College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, I welcome you back to another year of 
the PMR as we gather to celebrate this 51st year together.  Ad multos annos! 
 
 
Kevin L. Hughes, PhD 
PMR Conference Director 
Chair, Theology & Religious Studies 
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About PMR 
 
 

A Tradition of Scholarship 
 

Villanova University has established an international reputation through its Patristic, 
Medieval, and Renaissance Conference (PMR) for fifty years.  We are delighted to 
celebrate this anniversary year with you. Finding its natural center in philosophy, 
theology, and intellectual history, but extending its reach to the breadth of study in the 
disciplines, the PMR holds a unique place in the academic community.  Its strength has 
been to see itself as complementary to, rather than in competition with, the larger 
conferences like Kalamazoo, the Oxford Patristics Conference, or the Medieval 
Academy. The PMR meets a need in the academic community for working space. 
According to founding director Thomas Losoncy, the conference was always intended to 
be a place where scholars come to “roll up their sleeves,” to work through new ideas, to 
experiment and push the envelope in their various fields.  The PMR’s early legacy is 
preserved in a long-running series of published proceedings, from the 1970s to the 
1990s, testimony to its consistent success.  In recent years, we have been heartened to 
see articles and monographs come to fruition from the seed of work begun here at the 
PMR. (please footnote us!) 
 

 
The PMR Today 

 
Over the last two decades, we have built on the strengths of that founding era while 
stepping forward to develop the strengths of new generations of scholarship. Scholarship in 
the study of Late Antiquity has expanded and matured, including but not limited to the 
traditional study of patristics.  In like fashion, Medieval and Renaissance/Reformation 
studies have also evolved; now the lines between intellectual and cultural history, between 
theology, philosophy, art, literature, poetry, and culture have fused or overlapped.  In 
addition, our present world of ongoing conflict has made clear the need for sustained and 
rigorous study of the long and complex interrelationship between the traditions of Judaism, 
Christianity, and Islam.  Such emergent complexity has mandated an interdisciplinary and 
dialogical approach that the PMR has endeavored to inculcate.  Theology and philosophy 
provide centers of gravity in these conversations, but all the humanities and social science 
disciplines contribute essentially to the work of scholarly discernment that will illuminate 
both the past and future of these traditions of faith and culture. 
 
In this 51st year, the PMR keeps its tradition: The conference offers an open call for papers, 
and keeps its primary focus as a “working conference,” in which feedback and dialogue are 
central, and in which the great mix of disciplines and areas enriches our study.  Our dialogue 
extends into the plenary sessions, as “tents of meeting” to draw our various conversations 
together. To this rich fare for the intellect, we add the seasoning of good food and 
fellowship, and we hope all will leave on Sunday both sated and with appetites whet for 
next year.   
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The PMR and Villanova University 

 
 
The PMR is only one of many longstanding initiatives at Villanova University that aim to 
bridge the disciplines, to foster historical, theological, and philosophical study, and to 
speak to contemporary context.  The Reconsiderations conference, sponsored by the 
Augustinian Institute, is a sort of ‘summit meeting’ of the best Augustine scholars in the 
world, and many of us benefited from the most recent gathering this past summer. 
Similarly, the Humanities Department and the Center for Peace and Justice Education at 
Villanova center interdisciplinary conversations upon fundamental human questions.  
Villanova’s doctoral program in Theology is dedicated to the intersections of theology, 
spirituality, and culture in an interdisciplinary mode.  The Eleanor H. McCullen Center 
for Law, Religion, and Public Policy is sponsoring discussions of highly sensitive issues 
with both rigor and fair-mindedness. The Center for Political Theology has become a 
national and international center of interdisciplinary excellence.  These and many other 
Villanova initiatives have provided exemplary cases of the way in which engagement 
across disciplines and traditions has become a significant –even essential – dimension of 
scholarly life in the 21st century.  The PMR conference is pleased to be part of Villanova’s 
ongoing engagement with the best traditions of scholarship and the pressing questions 
of our time. 
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Our Plenary Speakers 

 

Volker Leppin is the Horace Tracy Pitkin Professor of 
Historical Theology at Yale Divinity School.  Professor Leppin 
is the author of more than 20 monographs, most of them in 
German. His biography of Martin Luther, Martin Luther. A 
Late Medieval Life, (Baker Academic, 2017) is also available 
in English. He has provided several critical text editions, 
e.g. William of Ockham, Dialogus. Part 2. Part 3, Tract 1, ed. 
with John Kilcullen, John Scott and Jan Ballweg (Oxford, 
2011). In addition, he is the editor or co-editor of 67 books, 
and the author of more than 400 scholarly articles and 
chapters, altogether covering a broad range of interests 
from antiquity to the modern area. 

Professor Leppin’s scholarship is particularly interested in medieval and Reformation studies. 
He argues that the Reformation should be understood as a transformation of the medieval 
world rather than a stark rupture, as can be seen in his recent volume Sola. His work also 
focuses on the history of spirituality, mainly in mysticism. Accordingly, among his recent books 
is a history of Christian mysticism from the Bible to the 20th century: Ruhen in Gott (Rest in 
God) and a biography of Francis of Assisi published by Yale University Press. 

 

Michael Hahn is the Dom Gregory Dix Lecturer in Christan 
Spirituality at Sarum College.  Michael’s research is situated 
in the areas of theological (and church) history, medieval 
studies and Franciscan studies. The majority of his work is at 
the intersection of these areas in the study of thirteenth-
century Franciscan mystical theology, particularly 
concerning Francis and Clare of Assisi (d. 1226 and d. 1253), 
Bonaventure (d. 1274) and Angela of Foligno (d. 1309). 

Michael has recently written a number of articles on early 
Franciscan mysticism and is currently finalizing his 
monograph on Bonaventure and Angela. He has recently 
edited, alongside Pablo Acosta-García, A Companion to 

Angela of Foligno, for Brill’s Companions to the Christian Tradition book series which is in press. 
Alongside John Arblaster (University of Antwerp), Michael has instigated a research project 
which was recently awarded €427,060 by the Flanders Research Council (FWO). This four-year 
project entitled, From Umbrian Laywoman to the “Teacher of Theologians”: How Angela of 
Foligno was made Magistra Theologorum.  
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4:00 PM – 5:45 PM: Session VIII | PLENARY ADDRESS   

Room 115 
 

Michael Hahn 
 

 
 

‘Poor of My Very Self’: 

Self-Loss and Annihilation in Angela of Foligno and 
Contemporary Theology 

OR 

Should Christians Desire Annihilation? 
 

 
 

5:45 PM – 6:15 PM: VIGIL MASS in the Roman Catholic tradition 

Room 119. All are welcome. 
 
 

 
 
 

A Time to Celebrate 

The 51st  Annual International 
Patristic, Medieval, Renaissance Studies Conference 

 
 
 

5:45 PM – 7:00 PM: BANQUET RECEPTION  
 First floor atrium. For ticket holders only.  
 

 

7:00 PM – 9:00 PM: DINNER BANQUET 
 Room 201. For ticketholders only. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, October 11, 2026 

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION WITH PLENARY SPEAKERS 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM   

Room 115. All are welcome.  

 

Vita Apostolica: 
Poverty, Simplicity, the Common Life,  

and the Mendicant Legacy  

 An Open Conversation  
With  

Volker Leppin 
 

And 
 

Michael Hahn 
 

All conference events will conclude by 12:00pm Noon at the latest.  
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