Margaret O. Murphy, Senior Attorney, Office of Chief Counsel, Pennsylvania
Department of Environmental Protection (PADEP)

Ms. Murphy is PADEP’s lead on issues related to Article I, Section 27 of the Pennsylvania
Constitution - the “Environmental Rights Amendment” - working with the PADEP Central
Office Programs, Regional Litigation Offices and Bureau of Regulatory Counsel on the
agency’s implementation of its trustee obligations under the amendment. She is the author
of the revised and updated Article I, Section 27 Chapter of the Pennsylvania Environmental
Law and Practice, 10th Edition, published in February 2021. Ms. Murphy also helps to
coordinate DEP’s appellate litigation practice, counsels the Regional Permit Coordination
Office and Submerged Lands program, provides support on pipeline litigation matters,
periodically represents PADEP in litigation matters at both the trial and appellate levels,
and works with counsel and staff from other state and federal agencies.

Prior to her current assignment, Ms. Murphy was a supervising attorney with PADEP's
Bureau of Regulatory Counsel where, in addition to her supervisory responsibilities, she
primarily counseled the Stormwater, Erosion Control, and Submerged Lands programs.
She worked closely with PADEP staff from 2002 through 2019 on the development and
implementation of the Commonwealth’s current stormwater regulatory programs,
including the 2010 “Chapter 102” regulatory revisions.

Ms. Murphy has been a regular speaker on a variety of environmental law subjects since
1994. Ms. Murphy started her career in PADEP’s Northeast Region litigation office
concentrating on the waste and remediation programs, and then worked for six years with
PADEP’s Southeast Region litigation office, also focusing on the waste and remediation
programs, before moving to Harrisburg. She received her B.A. with honors from Boston
College in history and her J.D. from Villanova University School of Law.



