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Philadelphia Bar Association Moves to Create
Sister Relationship with Lyon Barreau

by Michael E. Scullin and Enid H. Adler

Today, neither the general practi-
tioner nor legal specialist can predict
exactly when a client will walk into the
office with a problem with interna-
tional ramifications, but it is fairly cer-
tain that it will happen. More and
more, international questions affect all
legal disciplines. To be able to evaluate
all aspects of the client’s problem, the
lawyer must have knowledge of differ-
ences in legal systems and cultural
nuances or, at least, have a source for
such information.

Take family law, for example: When
one partner is an American citizen and
the other a foreign national, family
lawyers face issues of child custody,

divorce, property and taxes that may
be influenced by treaties or the laws of
other jurisdictions. Similarly, corpo-
rate, business, commercial and invest-
ment lawyers may face international
questions on labor certifications and
immigration, taxes, family resettle-
ment and more. In today’s world,
mergers and acquisitions involving
U.S. entities easily may result in hav-
ing a parent company that is a foreign
national.

With improvements in communica-
tions, increased frequency of interna-
tional air travel and the prevalence of
cross-cultural investment, there is a
growing need for lawyers with experi-
ence in international transactions and
other aspects of foreign law, and for
lawyers who have firmly anchored
relationships with experienced practi-
tioners in foreign jurisdictions. This
is particularly true with the rapidly
developing law of the European Union
and its member states.

“Sister,” or “twinning,” relationships
between bar associations in different
countries can help lawyers acquire
such knowledge and resources. The
Philadelphia Bar Association is on its
way to establishing such a relationship
with the bar association in Lyon,
France. Numerous similarities between
Lyon and Philadelphia make a formal
relationship between the bar associa-
tions sensible. The two cities are
important commercial centers and
similar in size. As the Lyon bar’s only
link in the United States, Philadelphia
appeals to the French because of its
historical significance and cultural sta-

tus, along with its location on the East
Coast. Added to that are the ties that
already exist between Philadelphia
and French-owned companies. Rhone-
Poulenc, for example, has subsidiaries
in both areas.

About a year ago, the Philadelphia
Bar Association’s International Law
Committee began discussions with
representatives of Lyon’s bar associa-
tion, or barreau, to explore whether the
two could establish a formal relation-
ship. The immediate objectives of the
program would be to facilitate the
exchange of interns or new lawyers
between the two cities, present semi-
nars of interest to practitioners on both
sides of the Atlantic, and generally
share information. Through the rela-
tionships developed in such a pro-
gram, practitioners would be able to
draw on the expertise of their foreign
counterparts in civil versus common
law practice, for example. Ideally, the
stronger ties also would allow lawyers
to expand their practices overseas.

Discussions over the past year led to
a meeting in Lyon on July 3-4 between
delegations from both bars. As repre-
sentatives of the Philadelphia Bar, we

At left, the authors don the robes
required of lawyers to visit the court-
house in Lyon. At right, La Basilique
de Fourviére rises above the older
part of the city. Inset, from left, Ba-
tonnier André Boyer, Christian
Legras and the authors toast the be-
ginning of a relationship between
the Lyon and Philadelphia bars.

%r[eys, 6Uiews; Fra

Photos by Enid H. Adler






ORDRE DES AVOCATS
AU BARREAU DE LYON [

Tél. 72 60 12 T2

At the Palais de Justice, Michael E. Scullin takes heed of the poster’s advice:
“Because 1 man well informed is worth 2, consult a lawyer!”

met with prominent lawyers, or avo-
cats, toured the barrequ building, the
main courthouse and a lawyer training
school, and discussed the future rela-
tionship between the two bars. Our
hosts were Christian Leroy, the Lyon
attorney responsible for the liaison
with Philadelphia; Christian Legras, an
accomplished sole practitioner (and
brother of the French ambassador to
Armenia) who established a sister rela-
tionship between the Lyon bar and its
counterpart in Manchester, England;
and the current head of the Lyon bar,
André Boyer, a highly respected com-
mercial avocat.

Boyer is completing a busy two-year
term as bidtonnier of the Lyon barreau, a
position similar to our chancellorship
but with broader and different respon-
sibilities. His links to the United States
date back to a three-month stay on
Long Island when he was 19 years old.
Boyer is the third bitonnier to recog-
nize the importance of twinning rela-
tionships.

The first, Jean-Marie Chanon, was
elected in 1991, after the conseil
Jjuridigues, or legal advisers, were
merged with the avocats. Chanon
strongly felt that in a changing world
the bar, too, must have a global vision.
He was responsible for a number of
the agreements Lyon has with bar
associations around the world.

On the morning of July 3, we met
with our hosts over a continental
breakfast, replete with unparalleled
croissants, at the Maison des Avocats,
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the sleek, modern headquarters of the
Lyon bar. There, in a thorough tour of
the building, Batonnier Boyer showed
us how a French bar association has a
more official role in running and regu-
lating the affairs of the legal commu-
nity than its more fraternal American
counterpart.

Among other things, proceeds from
cases are deposited in one of the bar’s
subsidiary organizations, the CAR-
PAL, and disbursements are made
from there to the attorneys and the liti-
gants. Interest from these accounts
funds various activities, such as the
more than 1,000 free legal consulta-
tions provided to needy clients each
year. The bar also provides administra-
tive and accounting services for many
of its members, particularly smaller
firms. Disputes between lawyers are
submitted in the first instance to a
mandatory arbitration before the biton-
nier. All of these functions are adminis-
tered out of the bar building.

Another difference between the
Lyon barreau and its Philadelphia
counterpart is in size and membership.
Smaller than the Philadelphia Bar, the
Lyon barreau does not include judges,
lawyers who work in government or
corporate law departments, or notaires,
the French lawyers who specialize,
among other things, in real estate
transactions.

Our morning session on July 3
ended in a working lunch that in-
cluded a frank discussion of some of
the more troublesome, and surpris-

ingly similar, cultural and societal
problems that affect lawyers. The seri-
ous subject matters were, however,
lightened by the lunch that was
“ordered in”: smoked salmon, sand-
wiches, wine and Lyonnais pastries.

After lunch we walked to the new
Palais de Justice, the courthouse where
essentially all of the Lyon courts except
the court of appeals are located. We
toured the library, the courts (includ-
ing the business court), and the pro
bono consultation areas (decorated
with a poster saying, “Because 1 man
well informed is worth 2, consult a
lawyer!”).

From the Palais de Justice, we
were taken to a beautifully restored
sixteenth-century building in the his-
toric district of Vieux Lyon, an area
that was originally governed by the
Romans. The building houses the Cen-
tre Régionale de Formation Profession-
nelle des Avocats, the lawyer training
school operated by the Lyon bar. There
school Director Christine Breney ex-
plained how law graduates become
avocats in France, particularly in Lyon.

Throughout our talks in Lyon, in
fact, our French counterparts spent
considerable time discussing the forma-
tion, or education, of new lawyers and
the ways in which a twinning relation-
ship might be used in the process. The
French lawyer’s education begins with
a four- or five-year university educa-
tion in law, largely theoretical. Some
candidates also obtain advanced
degrees in law. Each year the barreau
holds an exam to admit candidates
into the training program. Only about
twenty percent pass. Those who are
accepted take the program for one
year, at the end of which another exam
is administered. Virtually all who com-
plete this course of study pass; others
who didn’t finish the program have a
much lower pass rate.

Those who pass are licensed to prac-
tice law, but first under a provisional
internship status of two years with
another lawyer or law firm. This man-
datory internship (stage, in French) can
be fulfilled in part by an internship
with a foreign law firm or law depart-
ment.

It is expected that the interns will
receive sponsorship from home—Lyon
lawyers, for example, will be spon-
sored by the barreau. This could be an




attractive proposition for firms and
companies in Philadelphia. Internships
are expected to last about six months,
which should be long enough to
ensure that the stay is not simply an
extended vacation.

An obvious byproduct of these
exchanges will be the development of
professional relationships between
lawyers, so that lines of communica-
tion will be in place when questions
arise about the law applicable to a par-
ticular issue, transaction

gave us a rare tour of the magnificent,
seventeenth-century Hotel de Ville,
decorated in gold leaf with locally
woven silk draperies, similar to those
in Versailles. Included on our walk
was a room and corridor from which
thousands of unlucky Lyonnais were
sent to the guillotine during one of the
more heinous reprisals of the French
Revolution.

Luncheon on July 4 was served at
the Chalet du Parc in the Parc de la

or dispute. These per-
son-to-person relation-
ships will be an essential
outgrowth of the twin-
ning program, one that
enhances doing business
abroad.

After our meetings
concluded on the first .
day, we were treated to <
another outstanding
meal prepared in our
honor. In a city that
probably has more two-
and three-star restau-
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rants than any other city
in France (one of
Philadelphia’s greatest
chefs, Le Bec-Fin's Georges Perrier, is a
native of the Lyon region), it is perhaps
not surprising that a part of our
agenda was conducted over meals. We
dined at the Villa Florentine, a hilltop
restaurant located in a former convent.
It was here that President Jacques
Chirac dined with President Clinton
during the G-7 Economic Summit held
in Lyon last year. Our seats afforded a
spectacular view of Lyon at dusk to
match an equally spectacular five-
course meal.

Early the next morning, we attended
a news conference with Batonnier
Boyer to announce the status of our
continuing discussions and express the
hope of signing a formal agreement
between the two bars this December.

After the news conference we met
privately with former Batonnier Jean-
Marie Chanon, now adviser to Lyon’s
Mayor Raymond Barre, at his offices in
the historic Hotel de Ville, or town
hall. Chanon was one of the first
French bar leaders to recognize the
importance of twinning relationships,
and his support will add to the success
of the Lyon-Philadelphia program. He
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The garden at the Villa Florentine restaurant

Tete d’Or, named for a golden mask
supposedly buried there. The park
boasts 70,000 rosebushes, one of the
primary exports of Lyon. (The region
produces more roses than any other
area in the world, we were told.) Here
we discussed in a more informal way
what we hoped to achieve in our cross-
cultural program and the time frame in
which it could be accomplished.

That afternoon was spent meeting
with representatives of the Chamber of
Commerce. “Membership” in the
Chamber is mandatory for local busi-
nesses. With about 800 employees, the
Chamber is involved in all aspects of
the city’s business life.

The significance of concluding our
meetings on the Fourth of July was not
lost on our hosts. Back at the lawyer
training school, they treated us to a
“Fete de I'Independance Day,” com-
plete with tacos and guacamole,
chicken salad, hamburgers, Budweiser
and California red wine—a truly suit-
able cross-cultural finale to a cross-bar
experiment!

Notwithstanding all the direct bene-
fits of a formal relationship with the

Lyon bar—not the least of which is
the culinary excellence for those who
travel there—what makes the estab-
lishment of this program particularly
interesting is the potential develop-
ment of a network among the various
bar associations already linked with
Lyon. These include Manchester,
Frankfurt, Barcelona and cities in
Poland and Cambodia. Through our
sister relationship with Lyon, we
would have a de facto relationship
with all of them.

This “hyperlink” could
help lawyers in all legal
disciplines who have
cases involving the laws
of those countries. It also
would be advantageous
to lawyers representing
clients who have con-
tracts or disputes with
individuals or companies
in those areas. A lawyer
in Philadelphia, for exam-
ple, may need assistance
in ascertaining the law in
a foreign country or in
obtaining local represen-
tation of a client, and vice
versa. A reciprocal rela-
tionship with other bar associations
could give lawyers here and abroad an
avenue for an extra source of income.

In addition to increasing profes-
sional opportunities and promoting
business, twinning relationships can
be used to assist developing legal sys-
tems in developing countries and to
obtain an understanding of legal sys-
tems around the world. Batonniers
Boyer and Chanon believe it is time to
extend this bridge between the Euro-
pean Union and the United States. The
Lyon-Philadelphia connection is a step
in the right direction.
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